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Abstract: The Treaty of Nystad signed between Russia and Sweden put an end to the
prolonged Northern War (1700-1721). Russia gained an access to the Baltic Sea,
acquired new territories and strengthened its international prestige. In a letter written on
September 30 (October 11), 1721, Tsar Peter I informs the Ottoman Sultan Ahmed III
about Russian military and diplomatic success. Till nowadays, there is no information
about the original letter, but its text has been preserved in translation into Ottoman-
Turkish. The contents of the letter reflect the desire of the Russian Tsar, who had just
finished a long war, to maintain good-neighborly relations with the Ottoman Empire.
Being a source on the history of Russian-Turkish diplomatic relations, the letter is also
an example of the Ottoman-Turkish language of the first half of the 18th c.
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The letter in question was written by the Russian Tsar Peter I shortly after
the end of the Great Northern War (1700—1721). Russia gained an access to
the Baltic Sea, acquired new territories and strengthened its international
prestige. At the same time, the state was weakened by the long war.
Therefore, one of Peter’s concerns was to avoid military confrontation with
the Ottoman Empire, relations with which were very tense at the beginning
of the 18th c. The contents of the letter sent to the Ottoman Sultan Ahmed III
(ruled 1703—1730) reflect this desire of the Russian Tsar.

The letter is a part of the manuscript known as “Ibretniima-y1 Devlet-i
Cavid” (“Instruction to the State by Javid”),' kept at the Rare Works Library
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! Javid is listed as the compiler of the manuscript by mistake. See KEsBi 2002: XXIX—
XXXI.




of Istanbul University (shelf mark: [TUNEKTY 5943). The manuscript
includes texts of different official documents copied by an Ottoman official
who wrote under the pseudonym Kesbi. The documents were used by this
Turkish historiographer in his work “Ibretniima-y1 Devlet” (“Instruction to
the State”). The manuscripts of this work have been preserved in Istanbul,”
Paris and St. Petersburg.’ Writing his work, Kesbi did not use all the
material available to him; many documents, including the letter in question,
were not introduced into the final text. The letter of Peter I was copied by the
historiographer along with some other samples of diplomatic correspon-
dence. Among them are letters from Russian monarchs: Anna loannovna
(ruled 1730-1740), Ivan VI (formally ruled 1740-1741), Elizabeth Petrovna
(ruled 1741-1762), Catherine II (ruled 1762-1796), as well as from rulers
and diplomats of some European and Asian states.

As indicated in the text itself, the letter is dated by September 30 (Octo-
ber 11),* 1721. It seems that this is one of the last letters to foreign monarchs
written by Tsar Peter before accepting the title of “Emperor of All Russia”
on October 22 (November 2), 1721. Translation of the letter allows to see the
differences of the title of the Russian Tsar before it was officially changed to
the Emperor.” Besides, some features of the translation of the monarchic title
into the Ottoman-Turkish can be seen.

% The text of Kesbi’s work “ibretniima-y1 Devlet” was published in 2002 by Ahmet
Ogreten based on the manuscript Ali Emiri, Tarih nr. 484 kept at the National Library of
Turkey. The text of the manuscript [UNEKTY 5943 was also included into the publication.
See KesBi 2002. Unfortunately, the publication does not contain a facsimile reproduction of
the Ottoman-Turkish text in Arabic script. I express my gratitude to the colleagues from the
Rare Works Library, Library and Documentation Department of Istanbul University who
kindly provided me with a digital copy of the manuscript [UNEKTY 5943.

3 One of the later copies of “Ibretniima-y1 Devlet” is kept in the collection of the Institute
of Oriental Manuscripts, RAS (Collection of manuscripts written in Arabic script, shelf mark:
B 747). In 1881 it was published by Vassily D. Smirnov (1846—1922). See Shornik 1881.

* Until 1918, the Julian calendar was officially used in Russia. The corresponding dates in
the Gregorian calendar are given in parentheses.

5 According to Peter’s decree, issued on November 11 (November 22), 1721, the title of
the Emperor of All Russia in the correspondence with foreign sovereigns had to be written as
follows: “By the Grace and Aid of God, We Peter the First, Emperor and Sovereign of All
Russia, of Moscow, Kiev, Vladimir, Novgorod; Tsar of Kazan, Tsar of Astrakhan, Tsar of
Siberia; Sovereign of Pskov and Grand Duke of Smolensk; Duke of Estland, Lifland, Korelia,
Tver, Yugria, Permia, Vyatka, Bolgary and others; Sovereign and Grand Duke of Novgorod
of the Lower Land, Chernigov, Ryazan, Rostov, Yaroslavl, Beloozero, Udoria, Obdoria,
Kondia, and Ruler of all Northern territories; and Sovereign of Iberia, Kartalinian and
Georgian Tsars; and hereditary Sovereign and Ruler of the Kabardinian lands, Circassian and
Mountain Princes and others.” See Polnoe sobranie 1830: No. 3850.
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Most of the names of Russian cities and territories are transliterated
accurately. However, in some cases, the Turkish translator resorts to
transliterating the words that should be translated. This refers, for instance,
to the words “ciimle Siverya memleketlerinin” which definitely should be
translated as a “(Ruler) of all Northern territories”. Another example is
“Novgrod’in, Nijoya’nin” which can be recognized as Nizhny Novgorod (in
the original the city’s name “Novgorod of the Lower Land” is used). The
Tsar’s title of Grand Duke, which in the letters of later monarchs is usually
translated as “Biiylik Duka”, here is partly transliterated, partly translated,
and looks like “Biiylik Knez”. Similarly, the Russian interpreters from
Ottoman-Turkish in the Ambassadorial Office, when unable to find
synonyms for the Sultan’s titles, transliterated them. For instance, the
Ottoman title of Persian origin “Hudavendigar” (‘the second or the other
God’, ‘godlike’) was never translated: it was usually rendered in various
distorted forms (“Khandyker”, “Khanker”, etc.) in Cyrillic script. At the
same time, in the absence of the original text, this approach allows, if
necessary, to recreate it accurately enough.’

The text of the letter contains the names of the territories conquered by
Russia during the war. Despite the peculiarities of Arabic script, toponyms
are transmitted quite accurately and can be easily recognized. They include
such regions as Liflandia,” Estlandia,’ Ingermanlandia’ and half of Karelia,
as well as the largest and most significant cities and fortresses: Riga,
Diinamiinde,'’ Pernov,'' Revel,'> Dorpat,” Narva, Vyborg, Kexholm."*

% ZAYTSEV 2006: 56.

" Before 1713 — Swedish Livonia; now its territory partly lies in Latvia, partly in Estonia.
¥ Northern part of today’s Estonia.

? Historical region which now lies within the territory of Leningrad Oblast, Russia.

' Daugavgrivas fortress near Riga, Latvia.

"' Now Pirnu, Estonia.

12 Now Tallinn, Estonia.

13 Now Tartu, Estonia.

4 Now Priozersk, Russia.




The text in Ottoman-Turkish (Pl. 1-3)

BYNVYE diw Bl 93 YOy docryd (gw 4ol OMS Ouidyb Gyl giuna (f 146 v.)
JaTus Clang) Wz gS s | Lo loled Sl Dghuno Jlad all dtsling oS zolusdl (09 32
Ol hibpw byl cbild GFS dow | cbibohegss bl oy by (Sl
Bbogs 1 dagyegs cibylilgy | by cibygegl by ogb bz gonl | Ehibshuw
blygagl cbibyioh | bbb cbibgingy cbilih,y cbbg=i> | hbs algig
[ [5]oe b Pl cbibyogly clioliSlas bygew | dozy chiliaish &libygayl
ax adly | ellady ey G Slwy Sy bbyld (Sl oS> (£ 147 1)
pLS ondlg= p)Slg pllae bl placl | 03ed)b 55:dl9y cliog (Sl Hylpg I
| 5S81 et pg)9 Joboll (sl (plissl &l dSle By | 0)5i0 Ao da3So 4o
olidgds gli)a3 glialac guSesn | OVl J)leg Wlag cambio JliSlos daes jlug 385 0,39
Aol 0 ealpl Olalu ¢ O Uaw Olake (p | OB de! Glakw Olie I olasl elaxe
gl dilme 0,0 QB (o9l (e diliwgs | W linled Byl lolia> satwsd
| clizr 5,50 ouin 1,3 Eowely 30angd 92 Do dmed I Slas | iy oS og0 G
Ablog 39 Blasy Blis 4V | Jlas bl dlia Qolgl Ainag dides JU89 y>9 Jladsl Sz
| Cobl 3ad Jlae Sl @byl dlaalsl e 3olgl J3me 43350 | Wylie g9 Jde
gox dogdye Jomag el | Ogzel dede Joo pU slisdy (ualy cudd hasye odid,b
3ol yady dsl Al jates e Ouall3 | pgdl JI oyShially dedall day o3l
d>lge | 3>V 2l oligng fual bl 0,89 Lui¥ee)S Luidl | DM 4 bl
Lup doplizg (>lg oz @9t £rgu9 | 1) coxd 35 96,3 drelos by Oliusygdis
| ole ouins diww (2830 (2550 ook Sho hilise o> Do giiil | 0391 3aIB buedraly
Al g Jrady plis | oyl die dallus 9 dodlias gl oaisgS (25333 9isl gt
Grbg 2y 4 ouSie Sllasy owsge 8Vlge | OYg iy sid o35l dbylislas Ol
| dll 30 4ol Cdligo il pudl 05 dhazr Highl (Ghatimey Juo JWS adly | duyd dilalioly
Jostio 3Ly | dilicegs 5 929 Gl e (o 0301 iguadygS 19 JulS oukadlely b
oliy ade cdgs ) V> (f 147 v.)| | &ld e 2lo jud gy jenliil owsz dgl (5 lglan
adlely (oye Bl Juaddl e | 4 dagde Jls>l (50 selusaSed 0Ygl o)) casldl
WY ) A Cisby pegls JWS Bls Bliwss | oYl el dbgy Ouigg H3y9ele
!5 The title of the letter added by the compiler as well as the Sultan’s name printed in bold

here, in the manuscript are written in red ink.
' Should be read: Js9,555.
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Gl (0 oy dilaliaol b Cauelign QLS ddr Aligh | pyag (£0 O3adsb
clidybog | Hdbgxle Balysn )5 Gy diBsle Cuad odinlixly Coley hiVigey | Dllas
35 Osmsliialy oy SHA | o3gul dniulatio ol sage axllas cliwblyg bl
SV Odiae dhasly colus )3 5 066 Wlsb (gl e | ollgl 035StagSg s
B> olilgl odjaiuws ) (FUjad b 9l uledll Faddgl duls (Sxa 090l | Grblizly
ds 3> | @b Jull Hlael Jleals SSieg (Sme Ogzmislilelie 03 4500 JUS G)ls |
Gpa> Do | adl jene dbl jee sk suilihle pa guligle Qle Gl
Gxidy8 Hiasllr 0aiisS (2xhigigl Slghl | ole o dis (285 (230 Jonky She iluys

Dbdiaigl oy 0330548 AU £ )90 04 B A

Transcription

(f 146 v.) Moskov Can tarafindan gelen nimesi tercemesidir. 25 Zi’l-
ka‘de sene 1134 |

Biz Petriis Aleksiyavic ki bi-indyeti’l-lahi teala Moskov’un Car1 tamamen
Biiyiik | ve Kii¢iikk Rus’un miistakil hakimi Kiyevya’'nin, Vlademirya’ nin,
Noévgradya’'nin | Biiylik Knezi, Kazan’in, Ajderhan’in, Sipiry@’nin Cari,
Piskovya’nin, | Esmilenckyd’nin, Trverya’nin, Oglrya’nin, Permya’nin, |
Bilgarya’min, Norgrod’m (sic/)'’, Nijoya’nin ve tevabi‘ diyarlarm, |
Cernihovya’nin, Rijanya’nin, Rostovya’nin Yardslavyanlar (sic/), |
Plojriya’nin (sic!),'"® Obdérya’min, Odérya’nmn, Kondinya’ni ve ciimle |
Siveryd memleketlerinin ve ApoOhriyd’nin Maliki, Kartal’mn, Grd[j’in] ||
(- 147 r.) hakimlerinin Hakimi, Kabardiya’nin, Cerkes’in ve siir sark ve
garb ve simalde | vaki‘ nice beyliklerin ve yerlerin Hakimi ve Sahib ve
Varisiyiiz. Tarafimizdan | a‘zam-1 selatin-i izdm ve ekrem-i havakin-i kiram,
Mekke-i miikerreme, Medine-i miinevvere | ve Kuds-i miibarekenin Pad-sahi
ve Hamisi, Anadolu ve Rumeli’nin, Akdeniz | ve Karadeniz’in ve sair nice
memleketlerin Sahib ve Malik ve Varisi olan | sevketlii azametlii kudretlii
Sehinsah-1 mu‘azzam, Pad-sah-1 al-i Osman Sultain Ahmed Han | bin Sultan
Mehmed Héan bin Sultdn Ibrdhim Han ulu dostumuz hazretlerinin taraf-1
hiimaytnlarina | dostane arz-1 huliis ibldgindan sonra muhibbane inha olunan

' Should be read: Novgoréd .
'8 Should be read: Belézeryd nin.




budur ki bi-takdir-i | hiida-y1 14-yezal nice miiddet bu dostunuz ve Isvec
Krali beyninde né’ire-i ceng | u cidal is‘al ve harb u kitdl-i miistedd ve
miimtedd olup bi-inayetihi’l-1dhi tedla | el-aneht sikak u nifak vedd u vifaka
miibeddel ve biirlidet <u> adavet | meveddete muhavvel olmak miiyesser
olmagla iradat-1 huda-y1 miiteal taalluk ediip | tarafeynden murahhaslar nasb
u ta‘yin ve Nistdd ndm mahal miikaleme i¢iin | imtiyaz ve mahall-i merkuma
cem‘ olundukda ba‘de’l-miikaleme ve’l-miizékere ile’l-yevm | kralligindan
darb-1 destimiz ile ahz u kabz eyledigimiz eyaletler ki Liflandiya, | Islandiya,
Kermilandiya ve Kareliya’nin nisfi ve bunlara tabi‘ ve lahik | sevahil ve
sehristan Rigad, Dinamend, Pernav, Revel, Dorpt, Narva, | Viplrg, Kisgtlm
ciimle nevahil ve cezayirleriyle zabt u tasarrufumda kalmak {izere | isbu
Milad-1 Hazret-i Isi’nin bin yediyiiz yigirmi birinci senesinde mah-1 |
Agustosun otuz dordiincii (sic/) gilniinde te’yiden musalaha ve miisdleme
akd olunup | hitdm u feysal verilmekle cenab-1 hiimaytlnlartyla aramizda
nesv i nema bulan | muvalat-1 miiebbede ve musafat-1 miiekkedeye binden
ve taraf-1 pad-sahanelerine | vaki® kemal-i meyl i muhabbetimizi izhdren
climleden akdem igbu sadakat-namemiz ile | ihbar u i‘ldmda tekasiil
reva goriilmeyilip ifadesi ta‘cil olundu. Ve bu haber dostluga | binden
makbil-1 hiimaylnlar1 olacaginda istibAhimiz yokdur. Binden ald-zalik ||
(f 147v.) halda Der-i Devlet-i Aliyyelerinde ikamet iizere olan
kapukethiiddmiz dahi ahval-i merkumeyi | ale’t-tafsil lisdnen arz u i‘lama
me’mirdir. Ve bundan bdyle aramizda olan | dostluk ve ittifak, kemal-i
hulis ve taviyyet birle ile’l-ebed tarafimizdan mer? ve mahrem |
tutulacagina irtiyab buyurulmayup taraf-1 pad-sahanelerinden dahi kema-
yenbagi miisafat | u miivalatin ri‘dyet ve ihtiraminda himmet-i miilikaneleri
derkdr buyurulmak melhlizdir. | Ve tarafeynin re‘dyd u berayasinin
musalaha-i miiebbedenin muktezasinca asfde-|halliklart1 ve rdhat u
emniyyetleriygiin zir-i dest i hiikimetinizde olanlara | ale’l-huslis Tavaif-i
Tatar’a bir diir hasaret u isdl-i mazarratdan ihtirdz ve ictinablan | i¢ilin
muhkem tenbih olunmak iltimas olunur. Tarafimizdan dahi" zir-i destimizde
olanlara hukuk-1 | civari kemal mertebede miirdatlariygiin muhkem i
miiekked tenbihler 1sdar eyledik. Béki | Hakk tedla hazretleri cenab-1
hiimaytnlarini serir-i saltanatlarinda tiil-1 6mr ile mu‘ammer eyleye. | Milad-1
Hazret-i Isa’nin bin yediyiiz yigirmi birinci senesinde mah-1 | Eyliiliin
otuzuncu giiniinde Carligimizin kirkinc1 senesinde Petreburg nam sehrimizde
tahrir olunmusdur.

' In the manuscript it is written together with the previous word.
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Translation

Translation of the letter from the Russian Tsar. 25 Dhu al-Qa‘dah
1134

We Petrus Alekseevich,” by the Grace of God, Tsar of Moscow,
Sovereign of All Great and Small Russia, Grand Duke of Kiev, Vladimir,
Novgorod; Tsar of Kazan, Astrakhan, Siberia; Sovereign of Pskov,
Smolensk, Tver, Yugria, Permia, Bolgary, Novgorod of the Lower Land, and
others; Chernigov, Ryazan, Rostov, Yaroslavl, Bielo-ozero, Obdoria,
Udoria, Kondia, and Ruler of all Northern territories; <Sovereign> of Iberian
lands, Ruler of Kartalinian and Georgian rulers; hereditary Sovereign, and
Ruler of Kabardinian, Circassian, and many other provinces and lands in the
East, West, and North. From our side, to the Greatest of the Great Sultans
and the Most Venerable of the Glorious Rulers, the Sovereign of Monarchs
and the Protector of Mecca the Honored, Medina the Enlightened, and the
Holy City of Jerusalem; hereditary Sovereign, and Ruler of Anatolia and
Rumelia, the White and the Black Seas and many other places; Monarch of
the House of Osman, Sultan Ahmed Khan, the son of Sultan Mehmed
Khan, the son of Sultan Ibrahim Khan; our great friend His Royal Majesty,
with the announcement of the most sincere friendship, the following is
amicably proclaimed. Without the approval of the Almighty God, for such a
long time hot battles and fights between your above-mentioned friend and
the Swedish King had been flaring up and protracted wars and murders had
been carried out. At the same time, as, by God’s grace, it became possible to
turn discord and strife to friendship and consent and to change cooling and
hostility to amity, which refers to the permission of the Great God, delegates
were appointed and approved from both sides, and a place called Nystad was
chosen for negotiations, and when they gathered in that place, then, after
discussion and conversation to this day, by the power of our hands, we have
annexed from his kingdom such lands as Liflandia, Estlandia, Ingerman-
landia and half of Karelia, and the adjacent coasts related to them. And the
large cities of Riga, Diinamiinde, Pernov, Revel, Dorpat, Narva, Vyborg,
Kexholm with all districts and islands have been conquered and they will

20 A latinized version of the name “Piotr” (Russian for: Peter) is used. Tsar’s patronymic is
given in transliteration.
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remain in my possession, in confirmation of which on August thirty fourth®
of this year of our Lord seventeen hundred twenty one, peace was
established and at the same time the end and resolution were laid. On the
basis of the growing and developing eternal friendly ties between Your
Royal Majesty with us, first of all, with this message of our devotion, we
hasten to express our highest degree of affection and love to Your Imperial
Majesty, carelessness in the expression of which we do not consider
appropriate. And we have no doubt that this news, based on amity, will be
received joyfully. Therefore, our representatives, currently residing in Your
High State, have been instructed to inform <You> in detail verbally. And
because of this, the endless friendship and unity that exists between us, along
with the most sincere intentions, is not subjected to any secret or obvious
doubts from our part, and from Your Royal part, the consent of the
undoubted royal favor in respect and reverence of friendly ties is also
expected, as it should be. And in accordance with the eternal peace it is
requested that for the serenity, security and welfare of the subjects on both
sides, it should be strongly prescribed especially to the Tatar tribes that are
under Your subjection and authority, that they avoid and refrain from
causing any harm and damage. On our part, we have also issued strict
decrees to ensure that those who are in our subjection, respect to the highest
degree the rights of their neighbors. May the Almighty God send down from
His bounty in the splendor of His kingdom a prosperous health throughout
<Your> life. Recorded on the thirtieth of September, in the year of our Lord
seventeen hundred twenty one, in the fortieth year of our reign in our city of
Petersburg.
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