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NCCIEAOBAHUE B3AUMOCBA3U MEX/Y BbICIINM
OBPA30OBAHUEM U HEPABEHCTBOM BO BbETHAME:
COLHUOKYJBbTYPHBIE OCHOBBI U IIEPCIIEKTHUBbBI

Annoranus. O6pa3zoBaHue 4aCTO MOHUMAETCS KaK CPEJICTBO MOBHIIIEHHUS CONUATBHON MOOMIIEHOCTH
JoAeld U YMEHBLICHHUS! CTETIEHN HEPaBEHCTBA, KOTOPOE MPHUCYTCTBYET B JIIOOOM COBPEMEHHOM OOIIECTBE.
OpHako 3Ta TpsMas MPUYMHHO-CIEICTBEHHAS CBSI3b MEXKIY IOCTYIIOM K OOpa30BaHHUIO M yIy4IIEHHUEM
COLIMAJIBHBIX PE3YJbTATOB HE BCErJa OUeBUAHA. B HacTosIIel cTaThe aBTOP UCCIEAYET B3AUMOCBSI3b MEXIY
COLMANIbHBIM HEPAaBEHCTBOM M BHICIIMM oOpa3oBaHHeM BO BbeTHame, aHamusupys psa TpO(UITBHBIX
WCCIIEIOBAHNMN, B KOTOPHIX IMIOKA3aHO, YTO PACIIMpPEHHE JOCTYIa K 00pa30BaHUIO HE Cpa3y penaet mpooIeMbl
HepaBeHCTBA. TakuM 00pa3oM, B CTaThe PACCMOTPEHBI COIIMOKYJIBTYPHBIC OCHOBBI HEPABEHCTBA BO BheTHaMe,
BJIIUSTHUC HGOJ’II/I6epaJ'II/13Ma Ha BBICIICEC 06p3.30BaHI/I€, a TaK)X€ OLCHCHBI JaHHBIC O CBA3M HEPABCHCTBA U
JOCTyTa K BBICIIEMY OOpa30BaHUIO HA MecTax. ABTOP CUYHTAeT, YTO CKOOPAWHHPOBAHHBIN TOIXOA TIO
o0ecreyeHuIo JTOCTyMa K BhICIIEMY 0Opa30BaHMIO, MONYYEHHsI €ro M MOCTPOCHUIO JAbHEHIIeH Kapbephl
MyTéM BOBIIEYCHHS B COLHAIBHO-KYIBTYPHYIO chepy KuTelel CeNbCKUX HACENIEHHBIX ITYHKTOB ITOMOYET
JIydyuaice yJIOBJICTBOPATH HOTpe6HOCTI/I B BbICHIEM O6p330BaHI/II/I TEX TI'pynIil HACCJICHUS, KOTOPLIC B HEM
Hyxaatorcs. s moHWMaHMsT BOTIPOCOB, CBS3aHHBIX C BBICIIMM 00pa3oBaHHMEM BO BbeTHame, MIMPOKUiA
B3TJIA HA MOJIMTUKY W IPAKTUKY MNPCJIaractcsa AOIMOJHUTH Ooiee NPpUCTAJIIbHBIM BHUMAHHUEM K TOMY, KaK
JIIOAX OPUCHTUPYIOTCA B COUHMAJIBHBIX MHUpax, I'’/I€ OHU OGI/ITaIOT, ", B CBA3U C OTUM, KaK ONPCACIACTCA UX
conuaJibHas1s HACHTUYHOCTD.
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BuaarogapHocTb. ABTOp GJ1arofjapuT «BCET/1a TOTOBYIO MOJAECP)KATh U MOJTHYIO SHTY3Ha3Ma»
Katpun Opin 3a e€ koMMeHTapuu K IpeABapUTEIbHOMY TEKCTY ATON CTaThH, a TAKXKE PELICH3EHTOB 3a
VX TIOJIE3HBIE 3AMEYaHUs.

Beenenne

Bo BreTHame B3aMOCBSI3b MEKIY COLIMATBLHBIM HEPABEHCTBOM U JIOCTYIIOM K 00pa30BaHHUIO
M €ro Ka4eCTBOM Ha BCEX YPOBHSX JOKYMEHTAJIBHO IMOJATBEPKIalach B TEYCHHE HECKOJIBKUX JIET
MECTHBIMH M MHOCTpPaHHBIMU Y4YEHBIMU B pa3HbIX oOmactsax [London 2021; Nghia et al. 2020] B
JIOTIOJTHEHUE K HECKOJIBKHUM TI100aIbHBIM o0cenoBanmsaM HaunHas ¢ 2010-x rogos [Dutta, Lanvin &
Wunsch-Vincent 2020; The World Bank 2020]. [annsie omnyOmukoBanaHoro B 2021 T.
MPOJOIKUTENFHOTO UCCIIEIOBAHUS COITMAIBHOTO HEPABEHCTBA U JOCTYIIA K BBICIIIEMY 00pa30BaHUIO
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B UETHIPEX CTpaHaX C YPOBHEM JOXOJa HUXKE CPEeIHEro, B TOM 4ucie BO BreTHaMe, mokaszaiu, 4To
JOCTYH K OOpa30BaHMIO M €ro IOJIyY€HHE CBS3aHbl C COLMATbHO-DKOHOMUYECKHM CTAaTyCOM MU
obpazoBatensubiM ypoBHeM [llie, Rose & Vignoles 2020]. OcHOBHOE 3HAYE€HHE STOrO M APYTHX
OJJOOHBIX UCCIIEIOBAaHUN 3aKJIFOYAETCA B TOM, YTO OHHU IIPOJAEMOHCTPUPOBAIN LEHHOCTh BBICLIETO
00pa3oBaHMs, IOCKOJbKY OHO II03BOJIAT JIIOASM BHOCUTh CBOW BKJIaa B Oosiee IIMPOKUH
COLIMATILHBIA KOHTEKCT MUPA, B KOTOPOM OHU OOUTAIOT, B JIOTIOJTHEHUE K MOBBIIICHHOW COIUAILHOMN
MoOmiIbHOCTH. OHAKO MPU ATOM Majio YTO M3BECTHO O COIUAIBLHOM (DOPMUPOBAHHM JIOACH U
3HAYCHUU HUX COIHAIBbHO-DKOHOMHYECKOTO CTaTyca NpU MOTPY)KEHUH B SKOCHCTEMY BBICILIETO
o0Opa3oBaHMUsI.

B crarbe paccMaTpuBaroTcss mpo0aeMbl BLETHAMCKOI'O BBICHIET0 00pa30BaHUs, KacaroIuecs
paciMpeHust JOCTyla K HEMY, €ro IMOJIy4eHUs, TOCTPOEHUs] Kaphepbl, U BBIABICHA SBIIAIOLIASCS
CJICZICTBUEM 3TOI'O CBS3b C COLMAILHBIM HEPABEHCTBOM. AHAJIN3 HAYYHBIX paOOT BbETHAMCKHUX U
MHOCTPAaHHBIX YUEHBIX MOKa3al MpoOesbl B UCCIENOBAHUSAX BbICIIEro 00pa3oBaHus, CBA3aHHBIE CO
CJIO’)KHOCTSIMH B COITMAIIBHBIX MUPAX JIIO/IEH, KOTOPbIE COOMPAIOTCS MOTYYHUTh BhICIIEE 00pa30BaHHE,
a TaKkKe B TOM, KaK 3TH JIFOAX OOIIAIOTCSA U OPHEHTUPYIOTCS B COLMATBHBIX MUPAX, Ky/la OTHOCHUTCS
M DKOCHCTEMa BBICIIETO 00pa3oBaHMsl. ABTOpP CUMTAET, YTO JJIsi IOHUMAHHS MPOOJIEM, CBSI3aHHBIX C
BBICIINM 0Opa3oBaHHEeM BO BpeTHame, MIMPOKHUN B3IJISAA HA MOJUTHKY M MPAKTHKY HEOOXOIMMO
JONOJIHUTH OoJiee MPHUCTAIbHBIM BHUMAaHUEM K TOMY, KaK JIIOJU OPUEHTHPYIOTCS B COLMAIBbHBIX
MHUpax, IJle OHU OOUTAIOT, M KaK B CBSA3U C ITMM YCTaHABIMBACTCSA MX COLMANIbHAs UJICHTUYHOCTb.
Ocoboe BHMMaHHUE Y/AEICHO BOIIPOCaM PACHUIMPEHHsI CEKTOpa BBICIIErOo 0O0pa30BaHUs, JOCTyHa K
HEMY M €r0 CBS3bIO C COL[MAIbHBIM HEPABEHCTBOM.

Kpome Toro, yneneHo BHIMaHHE COIMOJIOTUYECKUM OCHOBaM HEpaBEHCTBA BO BreTHawme, a
TaKXKe POJIM HeoNIMOepain3Ma B pacIupeHnuu cepsl BhICIIEro 00pa3oBaHusl HA MECTHOM YpOBHE 0e3
3HAYUTEIHHOTO YMEHBIICHUS COIMAIILHOTO HepaBeHCTBA. [0 3TOM TeMe MpeioKeH KPUTUISCKHN
0030p KIIOYEBBIX MCTOYHHKOB C YKa3aHHWEM BO3MOXHBIX HAINPaBICHUNA COIMOJIOTHIECKUX
HCCIIEIOBaHUM U TEOpeTHUYeCKUM OOOCHOBaHMEM OyaylIuX HccienoBaHuil. B koHTekcTe naHHOMN
CTaThU OOILECTBEHHOE MJIM COLIMATbHOE HEPABEHCTBO B (DOKYCE )KU3HEHHOTO OIbITa MHANBUYYMOB
U Tpynm, JeHCTBYIOIIMX B paMKaxX OINpPEEeNEHHOIO COLMaIbHO-MCTOPUYECKOT0 KOHTEKCTa U
MMEBILIUX Pa3HbId MM HENPOMOPLHUOHAIBHBIN JTOCTYN K BO3MOXHOCTSIM, IIPaBaM M MPHUBHJIETUSM,
YTO MPSMO WJIM KOCBEHHO IMOBJIMSJIO HA UX COLMAJIbHBIE U MaTepualibHble ycinoBus [Abrutyn 2016;
Berger & Pfadenhauer 2019]. Xots Oonee mupokuii 10CTyn K BbICIIEMY OOpa30BaHHMIO MOKET U
JEWCTBUTENHFHO JIeJaeT OOMIECTBO JyYllle B IIMPOKOM CMBICTIE, OJTHAKO CIIOKHOCTH, BO3HUKAIOIIHE
IpHU pEIIeHUH TPOOIeM CONHMATHHOTO HEPAaBEHCTBA M COAEHCTBHS COIMAIBHOW MOOWIBHOCTH,
3aBHUCAT OT HECKOJIBKHX (PAaKTOPOB, KaK 3TO BUIHO Ha MpuMepe BreTHama.

ConmnanbHO-KyJIbTYpPHbIC OCHOBBI HEPAaBeHCTBA BO BoeTHame

Jnis nanHOTrO 0030pa M3y4eHUs! KyJIbTYPHBIX OCHOB HEPAaBEHCTBA U NMOHMUMAHUS MX CBS3U C
HKOCHUCTEMOH BhIcIIero oOpa3oBaHus BO BbeTHame, Xopoleil oTIpaBHOM TOYKOM siBisieTcs: paboTa
JI. ®ama «BhITyCKHUKM WHOCTPAHHBIX BY30B BO3BpariaroTcs Bo BrerHam» [Pham 2019]. B neii
WCCIIe/IoBAaTEeNlb  cpa3y OTMEYaeT, YTO COLNMAIBHOE HEPAaBEHCTBO SBISETCA  KYJIBTYPHO
3aKOJMPOBAHHOW YE€PTOI BHETHAMCKHX OOIIECTB, CChUIAsICh HA BIUSHIE KOHPYIIMAHCTBA M BEAYIIIHE
ueHHoctu ly (MopanbHOe ocHOBaHue), nghia (conuanbHOe 3HaYeHHe) U XUan mang (MHb U SH) [P.
81,100-102]. 3uaumt, mo wmHeHuto @dama, COIHATLHOE HEPABCHCTBO CIYKHIIO CPEICTBOM

BOCIIPpOMU3BOJACTBA U MNOAACPIKAHUSA JKECTKOM COIlMaIbHOMN HUCpapxXuu, KOTOpad XapaKTCpHa IJId
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KyJIbTYp KOH(DYIIHMAaHCKOTO apeasia Bo BeeTHame u apyrux yactsax Asuu [Ho 2020; Marginson 2011;
Nguyen 2016; Weiming 2014]. Kpome Toro, Ha coOluaibHOE PacCIOEHHE BRETHAMCKOTO 00IIECTBA
BJIMSIET MapKCHCTCKO-JICHHHCKas Teopus couuanusma [Phan & Doan 2020] u apyrue pasiaudmbie
KOHIEMIIUH, KOTOPbIE HCTOPUYECKHU MO3BOJISIIM BEETHAMIIAM OBITh MPAarMaTUYHBIMU MPH alall Tal[uH
YyXKUX UIEH 71 CBOMX IleNied, Kak 3T0 ObUIO C HEeOJHOEpaaIu3MOoM, 1O YTBEPXKIECHUIO HEKOTOphIE
yuénbix [Tran et al. 2017].

[Tpo6nems! Bricero oOpa3oBaHusi BO BeeTHaMe NPUBJICKIM BHUMAHHUE YUEHBIX KaK BHYTPH
CTpaHbl, TAK ¥ Ha MEXJIYyHApPOJAHOM YPOBHE, OCOOCHHO B IOCJEIHUE /IBA JECATUIICTUS, YIUTHIBAS
BiusiHue peopm Doi Moi ¢ cepenunbt 1980-x romos [Phan & Doan 2020]. BaxuocTts 3T0M 001acTH
UCCIIETIOBaHMM Tak)Ke CBsI3aHa C OIpe/IeJICHUEeM TEKYIIEero HapaBieHusl U Oy IyIlero myTH pa3BUTUS
HAIlUU C TOUKH 3PEHUS pelIeHuUs IpoOIieM, CBI3aHHBIX HE TOJIBKO C YEJIOBEUECKUM KalUTalIOM, HO U
HEpaBEHCTBOM B cBO&M obmecTBe. B oTuéte Bcemupnoro 6anka 3a 2020 r., OCHOBaHHOM Ha JTAHHBIX
0oJiee yeM 3a JiBa JECATHIICTHUS, TOBOPUTCS:

«Hecmotps Ha TO uTo cuctema obmero oOpa3oBaHusi BreTHama m3BecTHa BO BCEM MHpE
CBOMMM  BBICOKMMH  IIOKa3aTeNsIMH, OHAa, BKJIIOYas  YHUBEPCUTETbI, TEXHUYECKHE U
npodeccnoHabHBIC YIeOHBIC 3aBEICHHS, 00JIaIaeT CTPYKTYPHBIMH HEIOCTaTKaMU. [...] DTa cuctema
JI0JKHA pa3BUBATHCS B HAPABJICHUH PACIIMPEHNS PaBHOIIPABHOIO IOCTYIIA K BBICIIEMY U CPEHEMY
CHelHalbHOMY OOpa3oBaHHIO, 4YTO cjenaeT e€ Oojiee COOTBETCTBYIONIEH PpBIHKY Tpylda H
MOTPEOHOCTSAM CTpaHbl B 4YenoBedeckoM kamurtane. Ilo coctosnuio Ha 2016 r. momasisioniee
00JBIIMHCTBO paboyeil cuiibl BO BbeTHaMe mo-mpekHeMy ObLJIO 3aHATO HEKBATM(HIIMPOBAHHBIM
tpymom» [Kataoka, Le, Kitchlu, & Inoue 2020: 49].

N3 yrBepxnenuit @ama 04eBUIHO, YTO HEPABEHCTBO BO BbheTHaMe MMeEET HIE0JIOrMYECKUe
KOPHH, U TaKO€ MOJIOKEHUE e CTao HopMoil. Kpome Toro, yuuTbIBas Oy UCTOPHUIO CTPaHBI U
e€ Mocye0BaTeNbHYIO IPUBEPKEHHOCTh KOHPYLIMAHCKUM HeallaM, IPUHATOE B KYJIbTYpE MOHSATHE
HEPaBEHCTBA KaK CPEJICTBA IOCTHKEHUS «COLIMATIbHOTO OanaHcay emié 0osblie NoJ4EPKUBAET UCHO,
YTO BO3pOCHIas JOCTYNHOCTh 4YEro-in0o0 HUKOMM 00pa3oM HE O3HauyaeT aBTOMAaTHYECKOIO
JOCTH)KEHHUSI paBEHCTBA. OJTO B 3HAUUTENIBHOM CTENEHUM OTHOCUTCS K BbICIIEMY OOpa30BaHUIO:
pacuMpeHye JOCTyla K HEMY He BeIE€T K YMEHBUIECHUIO cOlManbHOro HepaseHcrra. @am [2019] u
HekoTopsie apyrue yuénbie [Elyas and Picard 2013; Ngo 2020] onpenenuiu HeonuOepaniu3m Kak
OJIMH M3 KJIIOYEBBIX (PAKTOPOB PACHIMPEHHs JOCTyIa K BbIclIeMy oOpa3oBaHHIO BO BbheTHame U B
Azun. B HEKOTOpPBIX Cilydasix J0Ka3aHO, YTO HEOJMOEpaln3M OrpaHMYMBAET JOCTYI K BBICHIEMY
oOpa3oBaHMIO 3a CUET BBEJICHHUS IUIATHBIX YCIYI M YBEJIMYEHUS JOJM IJJATHOTO BBICIIErO
oOpa3oBaHMs, TPU 3TOM BONpocaM OOECHeUeHHs KadyecTBa 0Opa30BaHMsS BHUMAaHHS IMOYTH HE
yaenseTcs.

B cBoux uccnenoBanusx @am onupaics Ha coueTaHue KIOUYeBbIX uaen Llemen yctonumuBoro
pasButus Opranuzanuu OO0benuHeHHbIX Hauwmit um anamutnueckoir monenu Cen-bBypnabe, u
Ipe/CTaBIeHHbIE UM Hay4yHble HapaOoTku [2019], KkoTOpble B 3TOM OTHOILIEHUH COLIMOJIOTHYECKU
opueHTHpoBaHbel. Kpome TOro, OH paccMaTpuBaeT BONPOC, KaK MEXKIYHAPOJHOE BBICIIEE
o0Opa3oBaHME CBSI3aHO C MPOOJIEMaMU HPABCTBEHHOI'O Pa3BUTHUS M COLMAIBbHONM MoOOWiIbHOCTU. B
1eiaoM paboTa MpencTaBisieT coOOM HCcleoBaHHE, B KOTOPOM OTCIEKHUBAETCS IOJIOKEHUE
BbETHAMCKHUX CTYJIEHTOB, NPOXOJISAMIMX OOydYeHHE 3a TIpaHULEd M BO3BpALLAIOUINXCS JIOMOM,
CHOCOOHBIX BHECTH 3HAUMTENbHBIA BKJIAJ] B MECTHOE OOILECTBO B KIIOYEBBIX IO 3HAYMMOCTH
obmnactsx [Pham 2019]. {axe B 3T0if KpuTHUECKOM paboTe U CX0XKUX MCCIEIOBAHUSAX HE BBIIBIECHA
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npsiMasi CBSI3b MEXKJY YMEHBIICHHEM COLMAIbHOTO HEPAaBEHCTBA M PACIIMPEHHEM BO3MOXKHOCTEH
MIOJTyYCHHUS BBICIIIETO 00pa30BaHUsl.

[Ipr >TOM COLMOKYJIBTYpHBIC CIIOKHOCTH, BIHSIONIME Ha COLNMANbHOE (opmMHpOBaHUE
YEJIOBEYECKHX CYOBEKTOB U COOTBETCTBYIOIINX (DOPM KaIuTalla, KOTOPhIE OHH CIIOCOOHBI CO3/1aTh,
MOJTyYHMB BBICIIEE OOpa3OBaHUE, JCNAIOT HCCICIOBAHUE COIUAIBLHOW HWIACHTUYHOCTH HAa STOM
nepeceueHu emie 0ojee akTyaabHbIM. VccienoBaTenn OTMETHITN, YTO KaK 0 SKOHOMHYECKUM, TaK
U 10 TCUXOCOIHMAJIBHBIM COOOpPaKEHUSIM YacTO OTPHUIAETCS IMOTEHIHANl JOCTYyNa K BBICIIEMY
00pa3oBaHuIo, €ro Mojy4eHus u nociueaywomux nocrwkenui [llie, Rose & Vignoles 2020]. Bmecte
¢ TeM HeoOXouM Ooiee BHUMATENIbHBIA aHATIN3 TOT0, KaK 3TH SKOHOMHYECKHE U IICUXOCOLUAIbHBIC
(baKTOpBI BIMSAIOT HA OMBIT CYyOBEKTOB IKOCUCTEMBI BBICIIEr0 0OpazoBanusi BeeTHama. Beixons 3a
paMKH KYJIBTYPHBIX OCHOB HEPaBEHCTBA, pacCMaTpHBaeMbIX B pabore ®Pama, aBa Npyrux yu€HbBIX,
®an u Jloan [Phan & Doan 2020], uccinenyrot ¢Bs3b Heonmbepain3Ma Bo BoeTHame, yauThIBast €ro
CBSI3b C BBICIIIUM O00pa30BaHHEM U MPOSBISIONIMECS KaK €ro CICICTBUE COIIMAIbHBIC PEaTuH.

Heo.ﬂnﬁepa.lmsM H BBICHIECE 06pa3OBa}me

[TpobnemMHBI XapakTep MEXKIYHApOJHOTO BBICHIETO 00pa3oBaHMs OBUI MOTYEPKHYT, B
JaCTHOCTH, B coOcTBeHHOUW pabore ®Dana [Phan 2017], a takxke B pabore dama [Pham 2019],
IIOCKOJIBKY OHHM 00a yTBEPXKAAIOT, UYTO HEOJUOEpaIu3M yCcyryoJisieT HEpaBEHCTBO MOJIUTUYECKOTO U
sKoHOMHYEcKOro xapakrepa [Pham 2013, 2019; Phan 2017; Phan & Barnawi 2015]. HeonuGepanusm
MOHUMAETCAd KaK COLMAaIbHO-d)KOHOMUYECKAsh UACOJNOTHS, COEAMHSIONMAs II00aln3aluio,
moaepuusaiuio u kanmranu3Mm [Elyas and Picard 2013]. B B aroii cucteMe KOOpIMHAT YeI0BeUecKas
JESTeNIbHOCTh YacTO HOCHUT TpPaH3aKLUHMOHHBIA XapakTep B TOM CMBICIE, YTO B paMKax
HeonrOepaan3Ma OHa TOJTY4aeT KOJIMYECTBEHHYIO OIICHKY U MPEBPAIaeTCs B TOBApP U, KPOME TOTO,
OKa3bIBaeTCsl B  YCJIOBMSIX HEpErylupyeMoH, CBOOOJHOW pBHIHOYHOM KOHKYpEHUUU U
MPEINPUHIMATENBCTBA, YTO MOPOKIAAET HHINBHUIYaTbHYIO0 aBTOHOMHIO B PEATH3AINN «HTHTEPECOBY,
KOTOpbIE MOTYT HOCHUTh JIMYHBIN, KOJUICKTHBHBIA WM MOJIMTHYeCKHid xapaktep [Phan & Barnawi
2015]. Drta BceoxBaThiBaromias (Guiaocodus MPOHU3BIBAET IMOYTH BCE AaCMEKThI COBPEMEHHOMN
COIMAIIBHOM JKU3HH KaK Pe3yJbTaT COIMAIBHO-UCTOPHUYECKOrO pa3BUTHS MojaepHu3aimu [Luke
2010; Stuchtey 2011]. CnenoBatenbHo, HeoanOepanu3M Bo BbeTHaMe MOXXHO paccMaTpUBaTh Kak
KOMITIOHEHT 9KOCHCTEMBI BBICILIEI0 00pa30BaHMsl, HO TAKXKe U Kak €€ ke pe3ysbTar.

CornacHo pabore uccnenoBatens Yan u ero xomer [Tran et al. 2017], nubepanuzanus
BEICIIIET0 00pa3oBaHHMs BO BbeTHame HEMOCPEICTBEHHO BBICBETHJIA INMPOOJIEMbI HEPABEHCTBA B
JOCTyNe K OOpa30BaHMIO, YTO B KAueCTBE IJIABHOTO MOMEHTa OBLIO OCBEHICHO B HECKOJIBKHX
npoduibHbIX uccnenoanusax [Dang and Glewwe 2018; Hayden & Chinh 2020; Ngo 2019; Nhan &
Nguyen 2018]. Takue yuéubie, kak Xapman, Xaiiged u ®am [Harman, Hayden & Pham 2010]
OTMEYaIOT TOT (haKT, 4TO BCEOOHIMHA TOCTYN K OOpa30BaHUIO SBISETCS KPUTHUECKUM acleKTOM
MOBBIIIEHUS COLUATBHON MOOMIBHOCTH M OJTHOBPEMEHHO YMEHBIIIAET HEPABEHCTBO BO BLETHAMCKOM
o0IIIeCTBE B IIEJIOM, HO C JAPYroi CTOPOHBI, YTBEPXKJAIOT OHM, JOCTYI K BBICIIEMY OOpa30BaHHIO
YacTO BBISBIISIECT OJMH U3 HanOoJiee 3aMETHBIX Pa3pbIBOB MEX/Y PA3HBIMH COIIMATIBHBIMH CIOSMHU.

Xapman, XaijaeH u @am, IpooKas CBOIO JIMHUIO PAaCcCYKACHUM, PUXOIAT K BBIBOLY, YTO
nmulepanu3anys BeICIIero 00pa3oBaHus BO BeeTHaMe cepbe3HO MOIPHIBACT YCHITHS TI0 PACIINPEHUIO
JOCTYyTa K 3TOMY [IEHHOMY CpPE/ICTBY MOOMIIBHOCTH, YYUTHIBasi HEPAaBHOMEPHOCTH PACIIPOCTPAHECHHUS
0€THOCTH ¥ SKOHOMHYECKOTO POCTa B pa3HBIX PETHOHAX, UTO BIIMSACT HA YCIIEXH CTYICHTOB, KOTOPBIC

MOTYT MOJIYYUTDb JOCTYII K BBICILICMY o6pa30BaHmo H 3aBCPUINTH yqe6y B aToM ananuze COACPIKATCA
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BAKHBIE BBIBOJBI O PACHPENEICHUU PECYpCOB HAa MECTHOM YpPOBHE MpU pEUICHUU MpolieMm,
CBSI3aHHBIX C MOOMJIBHOCTBIO U HEPABEHCTBOM OTJIEIBbHBIX JIt0JIeH U coodiiecTB. BoisBnena obmas
TEHJICHIIUS K YBEIMYCHHIO ITpUEMa B BBICIIIME YUcOHBIC 3aBeficHUsI BO BreTHame B mepuon ¢ 1980-x
1o 2010-e rozsl (puc. 1), 9To yKa3bIBaeT Ha pacHIMpPEeHHE JocTyna kK o0pazoBanuto. [Ipu 3ToM MHOTHE
CTYICHTBI B 3TOT MEPHO/I SIBJISIFOTCS YUAIIUMUCS IIEPBOT0 MOKOJIEHUS, YTO YKa3bIBAET Ha HEKOTOPBIN
MPOrpecc, Tak Kak MPeIbIAYyIIUe MOKOJEHUS B UX CEMbSIX HE MOTJIM YUUTHCS B KOJUICIHKE WIH
yauBepcurete [Sanger & Gleason 2020].

3ayucneHue (%)

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2010-e
B mupe 10,06 12,389 13,64 19,04 29,42 37,88 (2017)
Hacenenue 3684 4434 5281 6115 6923 7511
(MAH Yen.)
Kurait 0,13 1,14 3,01 7,62 24,05 51,01(2017)
HaceneHnue 818 918 1051 1263 1338 1386
NHauna 4,95 (1971) 5 5,96 9,55 17,92 27,54 (2017)
HaceneHnue 555 698 873 1057 1234 1339
MHAoH3MA 2,85 3,35 8,38 14,88 23,04 36,28 (2017)
Hacenenue 114,79 147,4 181,4 211,5 2418 264,6
Manaisua H.A. 3,991 7,18 25,63 37,32 44,12 (2016)
Hacenenue 10,8 13,8 18 232 28,2 30,7
lOxHan Kopesa 6,79 (1971) 12,44 36,51 76,68 102,76 93,78 (2016)
HaceneHnue 32,2 38,1 42,8 47 49,5 51,2
Taunang, 2,861 (1971) 10,369 15,865 34,787 50,365 49,29 (2016)
Hacenenve 36,9 47,4 56,5 62,9 67,2 68,9
BbeTHam H.A. 2,43 2,76 9,41 22,66 28,26 (2016)
HaceneHnwe 43,4 54,3 67,99 79,9 89,97 93,6
Ab6contomHaA YucneHHocmeo
CwvHranyp 7061 8634 22 005 36121 55295 68 181 (2017)

6,84% 83,941% (2016)

Hacenenue 2,07 2,41 3,05 4,03 5,08 5,61

Puc. 1. [Toyist HaceIEHUsI COOTBETCBYIOIINX BO3PACTOB, IPUHSATOIO B BHICIINE yYeOHBIE 3aBEICHUS B
oTaenbHbIX cTpaHax Asuu ¢ 1980-x o 2010-e roast. Memounux: [Sanger & Gleason 2020]

VBenudeHne Habopa BO BLETHAMCKHE BY3bl COBIIAJIACT C TCHACHIMSAMH PACHIMPEHHS JOCTYIIa
K 00pa3oBaHUIO B A3WH, YTO COOTBETCTBYET OBICTPHIM TEMIIAM MOJCPHU3AINH, XAPAKTEPHBIM TS
HEKOTOPBIX M3 3THX MOCTKOJIOHHANBHBIX TocynapceTs [Fan 2016; Sanger & Gleason 2020]. Oanako
BO BbeTHame pacIIMpeHHe OXBaTa BBHICIIAM OOpa30BaHHMEM HE YCTPAaHHJIO HEPABEHCTBA MEKIY
pa3IMYHBIMU KJIACCAMH, & B HEKOTOPBIX CIIyJasix c/enano 0ojee OYeBHAHBIM PACCIOCHHE MECTHOTO
obmiecTBa. OTHAKO B UCCIICAOBAHUIX MaJiO YTO TOBOPHUTCS O BIHMSHHH COLMATBHBIX CBsA3CHl Jtozeit
Ha JIOCTYI K 00pa30BaHMUIO, €ro MOJYYCHHE U TOCICIYIOIIYI0 Kapbepy, HO TMPH 3TOM B HUX Aa&Tcs
OoJee MIMPOKMUIA B3I HA MOJUTHKY U MPAKTUKY B 00JIACTH BBICIIETO 00pa30BaHUsL.

IToxa3aTen HepaBeHCTBa U BbICIIEro 00pa3oBaHus B0 BbeTHame

B noknane emé ogaoro uccnenoBarens — [lumxuazas u ero coasropos [Pimhidzai et al. 2018]
noJpOoOHO PacCMaTPUBAIOTCS BOMIPOCHI, CBSI3aHHBIC C COIMATBbHOW MOOMIILHOCTHIO BO BheTHame, u
OTMEYEHbl BaXHOCTh O0OpPa30BaHUS KaK OCHOBHOTO (haKTopa, CHOCOOCTBYIOIMIETO MPOIBHIKCHUIO
BBEPX UWICHOB MECTHOrO oO0IiecTBa. B TO BpeMsi kak 0oOpa3oBaHHE B II€JIOM SIBIISCTCS BaKHBIM
MOKa3aTeJeM COIMUAIBHOTO TIOJIOKEHHUS, JaHHBbIe, TPHUBEAEHHBIE B JOKJIaaAe, YOEIUTEITbHO
CBHJICTEIBCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO BBICIIIEe 00pa30BaHUe B OOJIBIION CTEIIEHHU BIUSET Ha 3apadOTOK U Ha

COOTBCTCTBYIOIICC KAYCCTBO KU3HU JIIOJICH. 910 COOTBCTCTBYCT YCTOABIIMUMCA NPCACTABJICHUAM O
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Ba)XHOCTH 00pa30BaHMs ISl COL[MATIBHOTO MOJIOKEHHSI M CBA3aHHBIX C 3TUM BO3MOHOCTsX [Farfan
etal. 2019; Ngo 2020; Pham & Le 2020]. Jlanuble, npeAcTaBiIeHHbIE HA PHUC. 2, TOATBEPIKIAIOT TAKOE
[MOHHMAaHKE, OTPaKalollee B3aMMOCBI3b MCKIY YPOBHEM 00pa3oBaHHs W 3apabOTHOM IIaToil B
nepuoa 2011-2014 rr.

S — 66%

43%

34%
2%

20%

P n P, — 10%

M3meHeHMe no4acoBoM onnathbl TpyAa
OTHOCUTE/IbHO HEMOJIHOrO cpeaHero, %

2011 2012 2013 2014

[

=@ YHUBEPCUTETbI U BbILLE Konnepx
MpodeccrnoHanbHO-TEXHUYECKNE CpeaHee npodeccroHanbHoe

HayanbHoe npodeccuoHanbHoe —@- CTaplumne Knaccol cpefHel WKoNbl

Puec. 2. 3aBucuMocTb 3apIuiatel oT ypoBHS oOpaszoBanus B nepuox 2011-2014 rr. Hemounux:
[Pimhidzai et al. 2018]

Tem He MeHee cleAyeT OTMETHTh, YTO TIOJHOIICHHOE CpelHee OOpa3OBaHHE SBISAETCS
HEOOXOMMBIM YCIIOBUEM IS TTOTYYSHHS BBICIIIETO 00pa30BaHus, KOTOpoe B Jokiaae [Tumxumsas u
€ro COaBTOPOB YacTO YIOMUHAETCs KaK cpe/lHee U BhICIIEE CelUalbHOe 00pa30BaHNe U BKIIOYAET
KaK aKaJleMHuYecKue, Tak MU MpodeccHoHaIbHbIE oOsacTh oO0ydeHus. M3 poknana sCHO, 4TO
nojrydeHre o0pa3oBaHus B KOJUIE/DKE UM YHUBEPCUTETE MOXKET MIPUHECTH MHOT'O IMOJIb3bI, OJHAKO
4TOOBI B JOCTATOYHOH CTENEHH 00ECIeUNTh COLMAIBHYIO CIIPABENIMBOCTh, BXKHO cOAIaHCHPOBATh
BOTIPOCHI JOCTyNa K 00pa3oBaHMIO, OOyYeHHS W ypOBHs oOpa3zoBaHus. Kpome TOro, 3TH JaHHBIC
MOJIE3HBI €m€ M TEM, YTO JAIOT IMPEICTaBIEHHE O MacmTade MpoljeM, CBS3aHHBIX C BBICIIAM
o0pa3oBaHMEM, OJHAKO TPH 3TOM OTCYTCTBYIOT MHOTHE JE€Tajld B OTHOIICHWH TOTO, KaK JIFOJIH
OpUEHTHPYIOTCS B Bompocax ¢uHAHCOBOM d(@ekTUBHOCTH C y4E€TOM UX COLMAIBHO-
HKOHOMHYECKOTO CTaTyca.

ITo cytu, Bompochl J1ocTyna K 00pa3oBaHHIO U €ro KayecTBa HEMOCPEACTBEHHO CBS3aHBI,
0c00eHHO B HeoOeCIIeUeHHBIX U 0ojiee OeTHBIX PETMOHAX, K KOTOPBIM OTHOCSTCS CEIbCKHE PalioHBbI,
4acTo HaceNn€HHbIC YITHHUECKUMHU MeHbIMHCTBaMHU [Dang & Glewwe 2018; Pimhidzai et al. 2018].
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Konunuecteo 6eaHbIX rpakaaH Donsa 6egHbiX rpaxkaaH, %
BbeTHam B TOm uncne no mecty NpoXKMBaHUA U
r ITH. KuHb
on BCEero 3THWY. NPUHAANEKHOCTH
Cenbck. | mems 1 xoa
Cenbckoe ITHWY. KunHb 1 Hacene WUHC
HaceseHune MEHbLUWH Xxoa Hue TBa
CTBa
2010 17 889 556 16 342 568 8 354 993 9543 563 91,4 46,7 53,3
2012 15 341951 13905 071 7 803 869 7 538 082 90,6 50,9 49,1
2014 12 432 678 11 258 372 7 430997 5001 681 90,6 59,8 40,2
2016 9123737 8 637 695 6 653 882 2 469 855 94,7 72,9 27,1

Puc. 3. YucnenHocts u pacnpeneneane 6enasix B0 BeerHame B 2010-2016 rT. B OTJANCHHBIX B CETBCKIX
paiionax. Mcmounux: [Pimhidzai et al. 2018]

.Bo BperHame paspblB MEXIy 3THUYECKUMU MEHBIIMHCTBAMU M OCTAJIBHOW YacCThIO
HACEJICHHS 3HAYMTEJICH, TIOCKOJIBKY 95 % OCIHBIX TOMOXO3SHUCTB HAXOISATCS B CEIILCKOM MECTHOCTH
(puc. 3), uTo, B CBOIO OUepeh, coctaniseT moutd 70 % oOIeli YUCIEHHOCTH HaceaeHus cTpanbl [Hu
2019; Pimhidzai et al. 2018]. Ha puc. 4 oTpaKeHbI CBEICHHS, BOIIEIIINE B OTYET A3HATCKOM
OpraHM3aIliK M0 BOMPOCAaM MPOU3BOJUTEIBHOCTH TPY/Aa, B TOM YHCIIEe 1O BheTHamMy W ypOBHIO
O€HOCTH €ro HACEJICHUs B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT MECTa MPOKUBAHMS M STHUYECKOU MPHHAIICKHOCTH.
OmsATh ke mpu 00Jice BHUMATEIBLHOM PacCMOTPEHHH (PaKTOPOB MeCTa MPOKUBAHMS M ITHUYECKOM
NPUHAUIE)KHOCTH HMHTEPECHO OTMETHTh, KaK OHM BIIMSIOT Ha COLMAILHOE IOBEICHHE JIFOJEH B
OTHOIIEHHH KaK BO3MOYKHOCTEH, TaK M IPOOJIEM, CBA3AHHBIX C TIOJYYCHHEM BBICIIIETO 00pa30BaHHUSL.

3akjaouyeHue

N3 »T1Oro kpatrkoro o630pa JUTEpaTyphl,
00pa30BaHMIO, OUEBUIHO, YTO PACIIMPEHHE €ro OXBaTa He MPHUHECIIO PaBHBIX BBITOJ BCEM UJIEHaM
o0111ecTBa, MOCKOJIbKY 3HAUMTENbHAs YacTh HACENIEHUs MMEET HEJAOCTAaTOUHBIH JIOCTYN K HEMy.
Kpome Toro, naxe moiaydyeHHbIE HaMHU JaHHBIE IO3BOJSIOT YTBEPXKAATh, 4YTO IPHU CO3JaHUU
COOTBETCTBYIOLIEH HMH(PACTPYKTYpHl A obecriedeHus: Oojiee IHMPOKOro JOCTyNa K BBICHIEMY

MOCBSAILIEHHOMN BbCTHAMCKOMY BBICHIEMY

0o0pa30BaHMIO, MOIYYEHHS €r0 U MPOJOJKEHHs Kapbepbl HEOOXOIMMO BBIJENATh JIOJEH, KOTOphIe
MOTYT MOJIYYUTh HAHOOJBIIYIO BBITOAY, U UMETh OoJiee YETKOE MPEACTABIECHUE O MPEMSATCTBUIX, C
KOTOpPBIMH OHM CTaJIKMBatoTcs. Perenne nmpoGieMbl HepaBeHCTBA B 00pa30BaHUM KakK B TEOPHH, TaK
Y Ha MPAKTHKE CIY>KUT CPEACTBOM CMSITYEHHS] HEraTUBHOIO TIOBEJIEHUS JIFOIeH, 0JHAaKO HE00X0TUMO
noouepénHo oOpamiaTh BHUMaHME Ha COLMAJIbHOE (OPMHPOBAHHE YYACTHUKOB SKOCHCTEMBI
BBICIIIET0 00pa30BaHUSI.

74



Brernamckue ucciaenosanus. Cepusi 2. 2021, Ne 2

W 1998
m 2014
80
70
60

Puc. 4. YpoBeHb O€HOCTH B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT MECTA MPOXKMBAHKS M STHHYECKOM IPHHAITIEKHOCTH BO
Brername. Hemounux: [Hu 2019]

O4eBHIHO, UTO MOCKOJIbKY CEIbCKUE COOOLIECTBA U KTO KUBET B OTJAIEHHBIX MECTaX 4acTo
HCIBITHIBAIOT HEMPONOPIHUOHAILHO OOJIBIIYIO BBITO/ly OT MHBECTUILIMN B MECTHBIM CEKTOP BBICLIETO
o0Opa3oBaHMs U OT JAOCTH)KEHUH B HEM, TO ATO TaKO€ HECOOTBETCTBUE NMPUBOAUT K MOCTOSHHBIM
npo0OjaeMaM COLMAIBbHOM MOOUIBHOCTH CpPEIM HACeNIeHWs, a JIIOAU B CEIbCKOW MECTHOCTU
UCTBITHIBAIOT OOJIee CHJIbHOE HETraTHMBHOE BO3JICHCTBHE, CBSI3aHHOE C MOJIEPHHU3aLMEll cekTopa
BbICIIEr0 00pa30BaHUS B OTJIMYME OT MX TOPOJACKUX Koyuier. [IoHMMaHue CTUMYIHPYIOUUX U
npopMIaKTHYECKUX (PAKTOPOB JIOCTyNa K BBICHIEMY OOpa30BaHHIO, MOJTy4eHHUS 0Opa3oBaHUA U
JOCTH)KEHUM JaéT BO3MOXKHOCTb YJOBJIETBOPUTH NOTPEOHOCTH Haubosiee YSI3BUMBIX CIOEB
oOmiecTBa. YJOBIETBOpEHHE TakoW MOTpeOHOCTH TpedyeT pa3pabOTKM HOBBIX HaIpaBIIEHUH
OyAyUIMX HCCIEI0BaHUN C HCIIOJIb30BAHUEM OOBIYHOIO NMPUHIMMIA OT OOILIEro K 4acTHOMY IpH
M3Y4eHUH MpoOseM BhICHIEro oOpa3oBaHMsI M HepaBeHCTBAa. HoBble HE0OXO0IMMBbIE HaIlpaBJICHUS
JIOJKHBI YUUTHIBATh, KaK JHOM (POPMUPYIOT CMBICIT U CO3JIAI0T KallUTaj B COLIMAbHBIX MUPaX CBOETr0
OOUTaHHUS M KaK 3TO MOKET OBITh CBSI3aHO C MPoOJIeMaMH MOJyYeHHs BBICIIIET0 00pa30BaHusl.
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EXPLORING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HIGHER EDUCATION AND
INEQUALITY IN VIETNAM: SOCIO-CULTURAL FOUNDATIONS AND
FUTURE DIRECTIONS

Abstract. While education is often understood as a means to improve the social mobility of individuals
and decrease the measure of inequality that may be present in any modern society, this direct line of causality
starting with access to education towards improved social outcomes is not always a clear case. In this article the
author explores the interrelationship between social inequalities and higher education in Vietnam by presenting
a survey of existing research which indicates that increased access to the education does not immediately address
issues of inequality. As such, this article will look at the socio-cultural foundations of inequality of Vietnam,
look at the relationship between Neoliberalism and higher education, and evaluate data on local inequalities and
higher education. The author argues that a concerted approach to providing higher education access,
participation, and attainment, by engaging with the socio-cultural dynamics of rural localities will better ensure
that higher education can adequately meet the needs of the constituents it is meant to serve. In understanding
issues related to higher education in Vietnam, a broad view of policy and practice must be complimented by a
closer focus on how persons navigate the social worlds they inhabit and the ways in which their social identity
is negotiated in relation to this.
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Introduction

The interrelationship between social inequality and educational access and attainment at all
levels in Vietnam have been documented for several years by local and international scholars across
disciplines [London 2021; Nghia, et al. 2020], in addition to several global indexes from the 2010s
[Dutta, Lanvin & Wunsch-Vincent 2020; The World Bank 2020]. Data from a 2021 longitudinal
study on social inequality and higher education access across four lower-middle income countries,
including Vietnam, revealed that education access and participation are adjacent to issues of socio-
economic status and subsequent educational attainment [llie, Rose & Vignoles 2020]. While a major
implication of this study and others like it highlight the value of higher education as it enables persons
to contribute to the wider social context they inhabit in addition to increased social mobility, less is
known about the social production of persons at the intersection of their socio-economic backgrounds
and higher education ecosystems.

This article surveys issues in Vietnamese higher education concerning increased access,
participation, attainment and its consequential relationship to social inequalities experienced within
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this context. Examining the scholarship produced by both Vietnamese and foreign scholars alike,
foregrounds a gap in higher education research as it pertains to the entanglements which shape the
social worlds of those to whom higher education is directed, in addition to how they negotiate and
navigate these social worlds which includes the higher education ecosystem. The author argues that
in understanding issues related to higher education in Vietnam, a broad view of policy and practice
must be complimented by a closer focus on how persons navigate the social worlds they inhabit and
the ways in which their social identity is negotiated in relation to this. A specific emphasis will be
placed on issues related to the expansion of the higher education sector, the broadening of access and
its relationship to social inequalities.

The sociological foundations of inequality in Vietnam will be given attention, as well as the
role of Neoliberalism in causing an expansion of the higher education sector locally, without
significantly minimising social inequalities. A critical review of key sources on this topic will be put
forward, with possible directions for sociological research and theorising for future studies. Within
the context of this article, societal or social inequality, may be understood as the lived experiences of
individuals and groups that operated within a defined socio-historical context having dissimilar or
disproportionate access to opportunities, rights, and privileges which have a direct or indirect impact
on their social and material realities [Abrutyn 2016; Berger & Pfadenhauer 2019]. Though greater
access higher education can and does improve societies in a broad sense, the complexities involved
in addressing issues of social inequality and the promotion social mobility are influenced by several
factors, as can be seen in the Vietnamese context for example.

Socio-cultural foundations of inequality in Vietnam

Beginning this review, the work of Pham [2019] serves as a suitable starting point as the
cultural foundations of inequality are explored in an attempt to understand how this is related to the
higher education ecosystem in Vietnam. Pham [2019] readily observes that social inequalities are a
culturally encoded feature of Vietnamese societies, by citing the influence of Confucianism and the
guiding values of /y (moral reason), nghia (social conformity) and xudn mang (ying and yang) [pp.
81,100-102]. As such, Pham (2019) notes that social inequality was a means to reproduce and
maintain the rigid social hierarchy which is characteristic of Confucian Heritage Cultures in Vietnam
and other parts of Asia [Ho 2020; Marginson 2011; Nguyen 2016; Weiming 2014]. Furthermore, the
social stratification of Vietnamese society is also influenced by the presence of Marxist-Leninist-
oriented Socialism [Phan and Doan 2020], and the various ways by which Vietnamese have
historically been able to be pragmatic regarding their adaptation of foreign ideas to suit their purposes,
as with the case of Neoliberalism as argued by some scholars [Tran et al. 2017].

Higher education in Vietnam has garnered scholarly attention both locally and internationally,
particularly for the past two decades from the time of this writing, given the impact of the Doi Moi
reforms in the mid-1980s [Phan and Doan 2020]. However, the importance of this area of research
also pertains to the current direction and future trajectory of the nation, in terms of its not only
addressing issues with its human capital, but also addressing corresponding issues of inequality within
local society. A 2020 report by The World Bank drawing on over two decades worth of data stated:

‘even though Vietnam’s general education system is renowned worldwide for its strong
performance, the tertiary system, including universities and technical and vocational institutions,
suffers from structural deficiencies. [...] The education system needs to move toward expanding
equitable access to tertiary education while making the system more relevant to the job market and
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the country’s human capital needs. As of 2016, the vast majority of the labour force in Vietnam was
still locked in unskilled job sectors’ [Kataoka, Le, Kitchlu, & Inoue, 2020, p. 49].

What is evident in understanding Pham’s claims are the ideological roots of inequality in
Vietnam, which presents this state of affairs as normative. Furthermore, given the nation’s long
history with and ongoing engagement with Confucian ideals, the culturally accepted notion of
inequality as a means of achieving a sense of ‘social balance’, further underscores the notion that the
increased availability of something does not in any way mean an automatic state of equality is
achieved. This is very much the case with higher education: increased access does not lead to a
decrease in social inequality. With Neoliberalism identified by Pham [2019] and several scholars as
one of the key drivers of the expansion of higher education in Vietnam and across Asia [Elyas and
Picard 2013; Ngo 2020], this expansion has not led to a significant decrease in social inequality. In
some instances, Neoliberalism has been proven to restrict access to higher education by the creations
of paywalls, or through the commodification of higher education with little attention given to matters
of quality assurance.

By drawing on a combination of the key ideas from the United Nations’ Sustainable
Development Goals, and synthesis of the Sen-Bourdieu analytical framework, the scholarship
presented by Pham [2019] is sociologically-oriented in this respect, in addition to discussing ways in
which international higher education is related to matters of ethical development and social mobility.
This work as a whole is in large part a tracer study on Vietnamese students who study overseas and
return home, who hold the potential to make significant contributions to the local society in
identifying key areas of value and impact [Pham 2019]. Even in this critical work and similar kinds
of scholarship, there is no straight line which can be drawn between a lessening of societal inequalities
through increased higher education opportunity.

Moreover, the socio-cultural entanglements at work in the social production of human agents
and the corresponding forms of capital they are able to generate in relation to higher education makes
a study of social identity at this intersection even more pertinent. While researchers have noted that
both economic and psycho-social considerations often negate the potential of higher education access,
participation and attainment [llie, Rose & Vignoles 2020], an argument can be made for a closer look
at how these economic and psycho-social factors inform the experiences of the constituents of the
higher education ecosystem in Vietnam. Moving beyond the cultural foundations of inequality
discussed in Pham’s [2019] work, both Phan and Doan [2020] explore the pervasive nature of
Neoliberalism in Vietnam as it relates to higher education and corresponding social realities which
are manifest as a consequence.

Neoliberalism and higher education

The problematic nature of international higher education, in particular, has been highlighted
in Phan’s [2017] own work as well as Pham’s [2019], as they both argue that broader inequalities of
a political and economic nature are exacerbated under Neoliberalism [Pham 2013, 2019; Phan 2017
Phan and Barnawi 2015]. Neoliberalism here is defined as a socio-economic ideology which stands
at the intersection of globalisation, Modernity, and capitalism [Elyas and Picard 2013]. Within this
frame of reference human activity is often transactional, in the sense that it quantifies and
commodifies such activity and subjects it to deregulated, free-market competition and
entrepreneurship that emphasises individual autonomy in the pursuit of ‘interests’ which may be
personal, community-based or political [Phan and Barnawi 2015]. This totalising philosophy
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permeates nearly all aspect of contemporary social life, as an outcome of the socio-historic condition
of Modernity [Luke 2010; Stuchtey 2011]. Consequently, Neoliberalism in Vietnam can be
considered a component of the higher education ecosystem, while also being an outcome of the same.

According to Tran et al. [2017], the neoliberalisation of higher education in Vietnam has
directly led to issues with inequality of access, which is a major point has also been highlighted by
several analyses conducted by education researchers whose work has been focused within this context
[Dang and Glewwe 2018; Hayden and Chinh 2020; Ngo 2019; Nhan and Nguyen 2018]. In their
work, Harman, Hayden, and Pham [2010] make note of the fact that general access to education is a
critical aspect of increasing social mobility, while at the same time decreasing inequalities in
Vietnamese society at large, yet on the other hand, they argue that access higher education often
presents one of the most visible divides between various social classes.

Bearing this in mind, Harman, Hayden, and Pham [2010] continue their line of reasoning in
stating that the neoliberalisation of higher education in Vietnam severely undermines efforts to
broaden access to this valuable means of mobility, by considering the unevenness of poverty and
economic growth across localities, which affect the output of students which can access and complete
their studies. This analysis provides significant implications for how resources are distributed locally,
in an attempt to address issues related to individual and community mobility and inequality. Figure 1
conveys data which presents a general trend of increased higher education enrolment in Vietnam
between the 1980s to the 2010s, which indicates a broadening of access, with many students within
this period being first-generation learners, indicating a measure of upward progress as previous
generations in their respective families were unable to attend a college or university [Sanger and
Gleason 2020].

The increased enrolments in Vietnamese higher education institutions are also in line with
regional trends of increased access to education across Asia, which corresponds with the rapid rates
of modernisation that have characterised several of these postcolonial states [Fan 2016; Sanger and
Gleason 2020]. However, this enlargement of the higher education sector has not eliminated
disparities between various classes within Vietnam; in some cases, it has made more transparent the
stratification of local society. Yet, at the same time such research does not indicate much regarding
the social entanglements of persons in regard to education access, participation, and attainment, while
at that the same time providing a broader view of higher education policy and practice.
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Enrolment in %

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2010s
World 10.06 12.389 13.64 19.04 29.42 37.88 (2017)
Population® 3684 4434 5281 6115 6923 7511
China 0.13 1.14 3.01 7.62 24.05 51.01 (2017)
Population 818 981 1051 1263 1338 1386
India 4.95 (1971) 5.00 5.96 9.55 17.92 27.54 (2017)
Population 555 698 873 1057 1234 1339
Indonesia 2.85 3.35 8.38 14.88 23.04 36.28 (2017)
Population 114.79 147 .4 181.4 211.5 241.8 264.6
Malaysia N.A. 3.991 7.18 25.63 37.32 44.12 (20106)
Population 10.8 13.8 18.0 23.2 28.2 30.7
South Korea 6.79 (1971) 12.44 36.51 76.68 102.76  93.78 (2016)
Population 32.2 38.1 42.8 47.0 49.5 51.2
Thailand 2.861 (1971) 10.369 15.865 34.787 50.365 49.29 (2016)
Population 36.9 47 4 56.5 62.9 67.2 68.9
Vietnam N.A. 2.43 2.76 9.41 22.66 28.26 (20106)
Population 43.4 54.3 67.99 79.9 89.97 93.6
Absolute Numbers
Singapore 7061 8634 22,005 36,121 55,295 68,181 (2017)

6.842% 83.941%

(20106)

Population 2.07 2.41 3.05 4.03 5.08 5.61

Fig. 1. Tertiary enrolment statistics in selected Asian countries from the 1980s to 2010s. Source: [Sanger and
Gleason 2020]

Metrics on inequality and higher education in Vietnam

A report by Pimhidzai, et al. [2018] takes an extensive look at issues relating to social mobility
in Vietnam and notes the importance of education as a major contributor to upward mobility by
members of local society. While education, in general, is an important indicator of one’s social
standing, the data from this report strongly suggests that post-secondary education had greater import
regarding one’s lifetime earnings and corresponding quality of life [Pimhidzai et al. 2018]. This
corresponds with well-established notions regarding the importance of one’s education with one’s
social standing and related opportunities which arise as a result [Farfan et al. 2019; Ngo 2018; Pham
and Le 2020]. Data in Figure 2 confirms this understanding, which displays the relationship between
education levels and wage returns from the period of 2011-2014.

However, it should be noted that a robust upper secondary education is a necessary
prerequisite for attaining post-secondary education, often noted as tertiary education throughout the
report by Pimhidzai et al. [2018], which denotes both academic and vocational fields of study. While
it is clear from the report that there is much to be gained from attaining a college or university
education, the importance of balancing issues of access, participation, and attainment is essential in
ensuring that challenges to social equitability are sufficiently mitigated.
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Fig. 2. Trends in returns to education from 2011-2014. Source: Pimhidzai et al. 2018

Again, such data is useful in providing a sense of scope for higher education-related issues,
however, much detail is absent with regard to how persons negotiate the cost-benefit of such informed
by their socio-economic status.

Number of poor people Share of poor people (%)
Vietnam Ethnic Kinh & Hoa Rural Ethnic Kinh & Hoa
minorities minorities
2010 17,889,556 16,342,568 8,354,993 9,534,563 91.4 46.7 533
2012 15,341,951 13,905,071 7,803,869 7,538,082 90.6 50.9 49.1
2014 12,432,678 11,258,372 7,430,997 5,001,681 90.6 59.8 40.2
2016 9,123,737 8,637,695 6,653,882 2,469,855 947 729 27.1

Fig. 3. Number and distribution of poor people in Vietnam from 2010-2016 as seen through remote and rural
localities. Source: [Pimhidzai et al. 2018]

As such, these issues of access and quality are pertinent as it relates to underserved and poorer
regions in general, which are often rural areas often populated by ethnic minorities [Dang and Glewwe
2018; Pimhidzai et al. 2018]. The vast disparity between ethnic minorities and the rest of the
population in Vietnam, as 95% or poor households inhabit rural localities (Figure 3), which in turn
make up almost 70% of the total national population [Hu 2019; Pimhidzai et al. 2018]. Figure 4
presents data included in a regional report on Asian countries by the Asian Productivity Organisation,
which profiles Vietnam and its poverty rates among locals according to locality and ethnicity. Yet
again, in taking a closer look at factors of locality and ethnicity, it is interesting how these can inform
the social behaviour of persons with regard to both opportunities and challenges to higher education
engagement.
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Conclusion

In this brief survey of the literature on Vietnamese higher education, it is evident that the
expansion of this sector has not produced an even scope of benefits to all members of local society,
as a significant cross-section of the population remains underserved. Furthermore, the limited
selection of data in this brief review infers that in providing appropriate infrastructure to ensure
greater levels of higher education access, participation, and attainment must be done with a better
view of understanding those persons who may receive the most benefit and the barriers they face to
such. While addressing education inequality in both policy and practice serves as a means of
mitigating the negative impacts on persons, it is also needful to gain insight into the entanglements
of the persons represented in quantitative studies, by avoiding monolithic conceptions of the same,
alternatively turning attention to the social production of the constituents of the higher education
ecosystem.

Evidently, as rural communities and those who live in remote localities often experience the
disproportionate benefit of investments and advances in the local higher education sector, this
disparity results in ongoing issues of social mobility among the populace with persons in rural areas
experiencing a greater negative impact concerning the modernisation of the higher education sector
in contrast to their urban counterparts. Understanding the enabling and preventative factors of higher
education access, participation, and attainment offers opportunity to meet the needs of the most
vulnerable in society. Meeting such a need requires for new directions for future research, where top-
down approaches to the study of higher education and inequality are common. The new directions
needed should take into account how human agents generate meaning and capital within the social
worlds they occupy and the ways in which might relate to higher education-based issues.
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