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The article presents a method for automating the creation of trajectories of the plasmotron movement 

by a six-axis robotic manipulator. The automation system was created on the basis of an industrial robot 

from KUKA. The automation of the creation of trajectories of the plasmatron over the surface of the part is 

implemented as follows: the trajectory of the plasmatron is created in a graphic editor in the .dwg format. 

The created file is loaded into the CAM program for CNC machines. A CAM program converts a vector or 

an area specified by vectors into a control command in g-code format, which is then converted to KRL by a 

program written in the Python programming language. The development of the program consisted of two 

stages: the creation of rectilinear movements and the creation of curvilinear movements. The result of the 

method is presented. 
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В статье представлен метод автоматизации создания траекторий движения плазмотрона 

шестиосным роботом-манипулятором. Система автоматизации создавалась на базе 

промышленного робота компании KUKA. Автоматизация создания траекторий движения 

плазмотрона над поверхностью детали реализована следующим образом: создается траектория 

движения плазматрона в графическом редакторе в формате .dwg. Созданный файл загружается в 

CAM-программу для станков с ЧПУ. CAM-программа преобразует вектор или область, заданную 

векторами, в управляющую команду в g-code формате, которая затем преобразуется в KRL 

программой, написанной на языке программирования Python. Разработка программы состояла из 
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двух этапов: создание прямолинейных движений и создание криволинейных движений. Представлен 

результат работы метода. 

 

Ключевые слова: плазменное напыление, промышленный робот, Python, автоматизация. 

 

Introduction 

In the aerospace, metallurgical, and oil-producing industries, the requirements for safety, reliability, 

and durability of products during operation under extreme conditions (high temperatures, dynamic 

loads, corrosive environments, etc.) are increasing every year. To meet these requirements, it becomes 

necessary to apply protective coatings to products. One of the methods for applying protective coat-

ings is plasma spraying, which is widely used in aerospace engineering [1–4]. 

Every year the number of products used in rocket and space technology is growing, their shape and 

size are becoming more complicated [5–8]. In this regard, the methods of applying plasma coatings 

become practically impossible. The working body for coating is a plasmotron [9–10]. A jet of low-

temperature plasma is created in the plasmotron, into which the powder of the coating material is fed, 

the powder melts under the influence of the plasma temperature and is applied to the substrate-

product. However, in order to obtain a coating, the plasmotron must be moved over the surface of the 

substrate along a certain trajectory and at a certain speed. To do this, the plasmotron is placed on a 

robot manipulator, which ensures its movement. 

There are a large number of industrial robot manipulators on the market that can move the plasmo-

tron during the spraying process, for example, robots from KUKA, Doosan ROBOTICS, ABB, etc. 

[11–13]. The robot manipulator is a six-axis industrial mechanism with drives and gearboxes. A plas-

motron is installed on the mounting flange of the A6 axis (fig. 1). 

 

 
 

Fig. 1. The axes of a six-axis industrial robotic arm and the possibility of their movement 

 

Рис. 1. Оси шестиосного промышленного six-axis industrial robotic arm робота-манипулятора  

и возможность их передвижения  

 

There are plasmotrons that are capable of coating hard-to-reach places [14], but without a program 

for automating the movement of the plasmotron, their efficiency drops. Manufacturers of industrial 

robots provide paid software for creating control programs, the functionality of which is excessive for 

the movement of the plasmotron during coating. The acquisition of such software is not advisable, 

however, manual programming of trajectories is labour-intensive. Therefore, the task of developing a 

method for automatically controlling the movement of a plasmotron by an industrial robot is of current 

interest. 
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The system of the automation of the movement control process was developed for the industrial ro-

bot of the KUKA KR16-2 series, it is worth noting that the method can also work with other versions 

of industrial robots. If the plasmotron is moved by a 6-axis KUKA robot, it is controlled from a porta-

ble programming device – the KUKA smartPAD control panel. KUKA robotic arms are programmed 

in KRL. Plasmotron movement trajectories can be specified by the following types of commands: 

– Point-to-Point (PTP) movement – movement occurs along the fastest trajectory, which, as a rule, 

is not a straight line. Due to the fact that the axes of the robot perform rotational motion, non-linear 

trajectories are executed faster than linear ones; 

– linear movement (LIN) – movement is performed in a straight line; 

– circular movement (CIRC) – movement along a circular path. Auxiliary (lying on the trajectory) 

and target points are set; 

– SPLINE movements – for complex curved trajectories [11]. 

 Automation of creating trajectories for processing a flat surface is implemented as follows: the tra-

jectory of the plasmotron movement is created in a graphical editor in .dwg format. The created file is 

loaded into the CAM program for CNC machines. A CAM program converts a vector or a region de-

fined by vectors into a control command in g-code format, which is then converted to KRL by a pro-

gram written in the Python programming language. 

 To do this, it is necessary to create a program on the KUKA SmartPad control panel. Then you set 

the starting point and save it. The program on the control panel is saved in two files.The first file of the 

.src format stores the program code, and the sec-

ond file of the format .dat stores the coordinates 

of the points, the shaft rotation angles and other 

necessary parameters.  

The Python program developed by us parses 

files from the KUKA smartPAD control panel 

and the trajectory file in g-code format from the 

CAM program using regular expressions using 

the re module [15]. Then the program generates a 

file with a control trajectory, supplementing the 

program code in the file with .src format. This 

file is loaded on the KUKA smartPAD. 

The algorithm of actions for creating a control 

program is shown in the flowchart in fig. 2. 

The created program converts the g-code format 

in KRL into LIN movement, which was imple-

mented at the first stage of the method develop-

ment. Further, the distance between the points of 

the trajectory is analyzed and determined whether 

they lie on a straight or curved section, which was 

implemented at the second stage of development. 

 

 

 

 

First stage 

At the first stage, the creation of linear trajectories (LIN movement) is implemented, which is neces-

sary and sufficient for coating rectangular areas of the part surface.  

 

 
 

Fig. 2. The flowgraph of an automated algorithm  

for creating a control program  

 

Рис. 2. Блок-схема автоматизированного алгоритма 

создания управляющей программы 
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In the created motion trajectory by the CAM program, the starting point is set by zero coordinates, 

for this, as indicated in the flowchart, it is required to set the starting point, according to which all 

points of the trajectory will be recalculated. The trajectory in g-code format is shown in fig. 3. These 

data are converted to KRL format. The possibility of having a change in coordinates along one axis is 

taken into account. Extra data for us, such as spindle speed and others are ignored. 

 

 
 

Fig. 3. Specifying a linear motion in the control program in g-code format and in KRL 
 

Рис. 3. Задание прямолинейного движения в управляющей программе в g-code формате и в KRL 

 

Second stage 

At the second stage, the motion commands CIRC and SPLINE for curved sections of the trajecto-

ries were evaluated, since the use of LIN for these purposes leads to a long “hanging” of the plasmo-

tron over one area, which violates the calculated spraying mode. The results of the evaluation showed 

that for the given task it is more advantageous to use the SPLINE movement, since it provides smooth 

movement at a given speed without “hang-ups”, in contrast to CIRC. 

The implementation algorithm with SPLINE movement is based on the program of the first stage 

with further analysis of the trajectory points. The CAM program divides a curved line into a set of 

points, respectively, by estimating the distance between two adjacent points using the formula 

2 2
1 1( ) ( ) ,n n n n nr x x y y     one can determine whether they lie on a straight or curved line and, 

accordingly, change the linear motion command to SPLINE. 

 

 
 

Fig. 4. Defining a curvilinear movement in the control program (KRL) 

 

Рис. 4. Задание криволинейного движения в управляющей программе (KRL) 
 

To achieve this, it is necessary to eliminate the absence of one of the coordinates of the point when 

it is repeated (when moving parallel to the X or Y axes). The beginning of the movement SPLINE is 

set by the SPLINE command and ends with the ENDSPLINE command, the movement within this 
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block is formed by the SPL command for a curved line and the SLIN command for a straight line. 

Movement along the Z axis is formed by changing only this coordinate, carried out by the movement 

of LIN. The commands in the control program have the form shown above in Fig. 4. 

 

Conclusion 

The created program in the Python language allows one to program the movement of the plasmo-

tron on a 6-axis KUKA KR16-2 robotic arm using a CAM program for CNC machines. This simpli-

fies the creation of trajectories of the plasmotron on the surface of the parts. The table shows the stages 

of automating the creation of trajectories of the plasmotron. To visualize the result of the program, a 

marker was installed on the mounting flange of the robot manipulator, which displayed the specified 

trajectory. 

 

Stages of automating the creation of trajectories  

 

№ Trajectory display  View 

1 In the graphic editor 

 

2 
In the CAM program 

for CNC machines 

 

3 In g-code format 

 

4 In KRL 
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Окончание таблицы 
 

№ Trajectory display View 

5 Result 

 

 

In the future, it is planned to improve the program for three-dimensional trajectories, for example, 

using the finishing processing of the relief of a three-dimensional part in the CAM program, it is pos-

sible to spray a coating with a plasmotron on three-dimensional parts of simple shapes, such as a re-

flector. It is also planned to reduce the number of steps of the automation algorithm by introducing a 

Python program into the CAM program with a macro and consider other automation options. 
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