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Аннотация. Целью работы является разработка методики формирования МДО-покрытия на 

титановом сплаве, способствующей повышению адгезионной прочности покрытия с подложкой и 

установление влияния режима обработки на толщину и шероховатость покрытия. Предложена и 

исследована методика применения ультразвуковых колебаний (УЗК) во время процесса микродугового 

оксидирования (МДО). Описанный способ позволяет получить многофункциональное покрытие ме-

тодом микродугового оксидирования с применением ультразвуковых колебаний на титановом сплаве 

ОТ-4 с повышенной адгезионной прочностью к основному металлу. А также достигается равномер-

ная толщина и шероховатость покрытия по всей поверхности обрабатываемого изделия. Подтвер-

ждено положительное влияние УЗК на адгезионную прочность покрытия. Предложен режим обра-

ботки титановых сплавов методом МДО при УЗК и частоте следования импульсов тока равной  

90 Гц, способствующий повышению адгезионной прочности МДО-покрытия более чем на 60 %. 

Предположительно механизм роста покрытия заключается в том, что под воздействием 

ультразвука пузырьки водорода, образующиеся в процессе, разбиваются на более мелкие пузыри и 

интенсивно приближаются к поверхности подложки. По мере роста пузырьки лопаются под воз-

действием ультразвука и высвобождают большое количество тепла и энергии, которая ускоряет 

формирование пленки. В дальнейшем кавитационный эффект ультразвука уменьшается из-за по-

крытия и тогда ультразвуковые волны из-за отражения от покрытия формируют стоячую волну 

у поверхности, которая приводит к стабильному распределению и сжатию пузырьков у границы 

раствора и покрытия. Это способствует равномерному распределению микродуг и энергии по по-

верхности формируемого покрытия. В следствии чего формируется равномерное по толщине по-

крытие с меньшей шероховатостью и прочно сцепленное с материалом подложки. 
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Abstract. The aim of the work is to develop a method for forming an MAO coating on a titanium alloy, 

which helps to increase the adhesive strength of the coating with the substrate and to establish the effect of 

the processing mode on the thickness and roughness of the coating. A method for using ultrasonic vibra-

tions (US) during the microarc oxidation (MAO) process is proposed and studied. The described method 

allows obtaining a multifunctional coating by the microarc oxidation method using ultrasonic vibrations on 

the OT-4 titanium alloy with increased adhesive strength to the base metal. And also a uniform thickness 

and roughness of the coating over the entire surface of the workpiece is achieved. The positive effect of US 

on the adhesive strength of the coating is confirmed. A mode for processing titanium alloys by the MAO 

method under US and a current pulse repetition frequency of 90 Hz is proposed, which helps to increase 

the adhesive strength of the MAO coating by more than 60 %.  

Presumably, the mechanism of coating growth is that under the influence of ultrasound, hydrogen bub-

bles formed in the process break into smaller bubbles and intensively approach the surface of the substrate. 

As they grow, the bubbles burst under the influence of ultrasound and release a large amount of heat and 

energy, which accelerates the formation of the film. Subsequently, the cavitation effect of ultrasound de-

creases due to the coating and then the ultrasonic waves, due to reflection from the coating, form a stand-

ing wave at the surface, which leads to a stable distribution and compression of bubbles at the boundary of 

the solution and the coating. This contributes to the uniform distribution of microarcs and energy over the 

surface of the coating being formed. As a result, a coating of uniform thickness with less roughness and 

firmly bonded to the substrate material is formed. 

 

Keywords: titanium alloy, microarc oxidation, ultrasonic vibrations, pulse repetition rate, adhesive 

strength, tear-off method. 

 

 

Introduction  

Development of modern industrial and mechanical engineering sectors largely determines scientific 

and technological progress, the key challenge of which remains the development of new and the modi-

fication of existing structural materials. This is associated with the increasing demands placed on the 

reliability and physico-mechanical properties of product components. At the same time, the contempo-

rary aerospace industry requires the implementation of advanced manufacturing and processing tech-

nologies that ensure the necessary material properties and guaranteed service life of components. 

Titanium, as a structural material, is widely used in various industries due to its exceptional 

strength-to-weight ratio. However, its application is limited by several drawbacks, such as a high ten-

dency toward brittleness and salt-induced corrosion, as well as high chemical reactivity with gases at 

elevated temperatures. 

Enhancement of the operational performance of titanium-based products can be achieved by form-

ing protective or functional coatings on their surfaces. One of the most promising methods for this 

purpose is the formation of oxide films on the surface of titanium alloys that are resistant to environ-

mental influences. Of particular interest is the micro-arc oxidation (MAO) technique, which enables 

the formation of multifunctional ceramic-like coatings with unique properties. Such coatings can be 

employed to create durable thermal and electrical insulating layers, to protect surfaces from erosion in 

high-velocity gas flows and corrosion in aggressive environments, to improve wear resistance under 

friction, and to increase surface emissivity, among other applications [1–4]. 

Various methods exist for producing MAO coatings on titanium alloys; however, the presence of a 

natural oxide layer significantly reduces the adhesion strength between the coating and the substrate. 

Therefore, the development of a method for obtaining MAO coatings with high adhesion strength to 

titanium alloy substrates is currently an important and relevant research objective [1–3]. 

The aim of this study is to develop a methodology for forming MAO coatings on titanium alloys 

that enhances the adhesion strength between the coating and the substrate, as well as to determine the 

influence of processing parameters on coating thickness and surface roughness. 
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Theoretical Background of the Study 

A number of studies have been devoted to the development of methods aimed at improving the 

physico-mechanical properties of MAO coatings on titanium. For instance, in [5], titanium VT1-0 

samples were used as base materials for the deposition of calcium-phosphate coatings, with a portion 

of the samples subjected to preliminary ultrasonic treatment. Oxidation was carried out in a solution of 

25 % H3PO4 + Са10(РО4)6ОН2, representing a suspension of hydroxyapatite powder. Comparative stu-

dies of coating adhesion using the scratch test method revealed improved adhesion and cohesion 

strength compared with coatings deposited on untreated titanium. The adhesion strength of the coating 

applied to the ultrasonically treated titanium was found to be six times higher than that of a similar 

coating on untreated titanium.  

In [6], calcium-phosphate coatings were deposited onto titanium VT1-0 samples using the MAO 

technique on a MicroArc–3.0 unit, under the influence of ultrasonic treatment in the electrolyte. Three 

main coating regimes were selected: Mode 1 (control, MAO without external ultrasound); Mode 2 

(MAO with pulsed external ultrasound at a power of 35 W and a frequency of 37 kHz); Mode 3 (MAO 

with continuous external ultrasound at a power of 100 W and a frequency of 35 kHz). The adhesion 

strength of the coatings to the metallic substrate was measured using the uniform pull-off (adhesive) 

test method. The results demonstrated that the application of an ultrasonic field during coating synthe-

sis led to a decrease in adhesion strength from 23 MPa to 19 MPa. 

With respect to adhesion strength, the works by Chinese researchers from the Shanghai Institute [7, 

10–12] are noteworthy. They produced coatings in a silicate-fluoride electrolyte at a pulse frequency 

of 300 Hz with the application of ultrasonic vibrations (USV). Samples treated using the ultrasonic 

micro-arc oxidation (UMAO) method exhibited a significantly higher electrochemical potential, indi-

cating that ultrasonic treatment notably reduced the corrosion susceptibility of the alloys, while also 

improving coating hydrophilicity and adhesion strength. 

A domestic study by researchers from the Institute of Chemistry, Far Eastern Branch of the Russian 

Academy of Sciences (ICH FEB RAS) [8] describes the treatment of a magnesium alloy using the 

MAO method in a silicate-fluoride electrolyte at a pulse frequency of 300 Hz. The technical outcome 

of this work was the formation of a composite bioresorbable material – that is, a material gradually 

replaced by body tissue as it dissolves, producing non-toxic byproducts – consisting of magnesium 

and hydroxyapatite, with uniform distribution of the latter in the metal matrix. The material also dem-

onstrated improved resistance to dissolution in physiological environments due to impregnation of the 

porous part of the PEO coating with polycaprolactam.   

Thus, the aforementioned studies are primarily focused on the formation of bioactive composites 

with an underlayer on magnesium or titanium alloys, obtained by plasma-electrolytic methods em-

ploying high-frequency current pulses and/or the application of external ultrasonic vibrations. The 

MAO coatings discussed in these works are considered mainly for biomedical applications; however, 

insufficient attention has been paid to the adhesion strength of such coatings to titanium substrates  

[5–13].  

It is assumed that the influence of ultrasonic vibrations (USV) on the MAO process is associated 

with more intensive electrolyte renewal in the discharge zone and the effect of ultrasonic pressure on 

the vapor–gas bubble formed near the coating surface as a result of dielectric breakdown and micro-

arc burning. This phenomenon leads to fragmentation (dispersion) of the vapor–gas bubble and, con-

sequently, an increase in the density of micro-arc discharges per unit area of the treated surface 

(Fig. 1). Moreover, under the influence of ultrasound of sufficient intensity, cavitation occurs in the 

liquid medium.  

Ultrasonic inertial cavitation refers to cavitation characterized by the formation of vapor–gas cavi-

ties in the liquid due to tension during the negative half-cycle of an acoustic wave. When the compres-

sion half-cycle follows, these cavities collapse violently, generating local heating and hydrodynamic 

perturbations in the form of micro-shock waves, cumulative jets, and microstreams of liquid [13–14].  
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Рис. 1. Принципиальная схема влияния УЗК на формирование микродуговых разрядов: 

а – МДО без УЗК; b – МДО с применением УЗК. 1 – образец; 2 – электролизер; 3 – электролит; 

4 – парогазовый пузырь; 5 – микродуговой разряд; 6 – ультразвуковые колебания; 7 – источник УЗК 

 

Fig. 1. Schematic diagram of the influence of ultrasonic vibrations on the formation of microarc discharges:  

a – MAO without ultrasonic vibrations; b – MAO with ultrasonic vibrations). 1 – sample; 2 – electrolytic bath;  

3 – electrolyte; 4 – steam-gas bubble; 5 – microarc discharge; 6 – ultrasonic vibrations; 7 – source of ultrasonic vibrations 

 
Equipment and Methods  

Titanium alloy OT-4 samples with dimensions of 60 × 30 × 1.5 mm were used as the objects of 

study. The composition and concentration of electrolyte components, the duration of the MAO proc-

ess, and the parameters of the treatment regimes are presented in Table 1. The range of pulse repetition 

frequencies was determined by the breakdown voltage required for the initiation of micro-arc dis-

charges [15].  

 

Table 1 

Parameters of the MAO Process for Titanium Alloy Treatment  

 

Sample Series  MAO Parameters 

MAO MAO with Ultrasonic Vibra-

tions (USV)  

Current density, A/dm²  26,7 

Ratio of cathodic to anodic current components, 

IК:IА
 

1 

Pulse repetition frequency, Hz 30–110 

Pulse waveform   Sinusoidal  

Processing time, s 600 

Electrolyte temperature, °C  20–30 20–50 

Electrolyte composition  NaH2PO4 2Н2O – 20 g/L; Na2SiO3 – 5 g/L;  

K3[Fe(CN)6] – 10 g/L; Na2MoO4 – 5 g/L 

 

 

Studies were carried out to investigate the effect of ultrasonic vibrations on the micro-arc oxidation 

(MAO) process under varying pulse repetition frequencies. The influence of pulse frequency is pri-

marily associated with the duration of individual micro-arc discharges and the number of discharges 

occurring within a given time interval.  
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Prior to treatment, all samples were degreased in acetone according to GOST 2768–84. The sam-

ples were mounted in the electrolytic bath parallel to its walls using a titanium holder with copper 

clamps. Oxidation was conducted in an anodic – cathodic mode. 

To implement the plasma-electrolytic oxidation process with the application of ultrasonic vibra-

tions, a custom-designed electrolytic bath based on an ultrasonic cleaning unit was developed. To pro-

tect the control elements and the power supply unit from the output voltage of the current source,  

a 5 mm thick textolite plate was used as insulation. The anodic current lead was installed on textolite 

supports.   

The microstructure of the treated samples was examined using a Neophot 32 metallographic micro-

scope at a magnification of 160 times. Surface roughness was measured using a CONDTROL TR110 

device in terms of Ra, in compliance with ISO and DIN standards.  

The standard governing the testing of electroplated coatings includes only qualitative methods 

based on differences in the physico-mechanical properties of the coating metal and the substrate. Ac-

cording to GOST 9.302–88, the inspection method is selected depending on the coating type, the prop-

erties of both the substrate and coating metals, and the type and purpose of the component. Since qua-

litative evaluation of adhesion strength is insufficient for a reliable comparison of processing methods, 

the adhesion strength was determined quantitatively using the tensile test (Method B) – an adhesive 

method employing VK-9 epoxy glue – in accordance with GOST 209–75. The adhesion strength was 

calculated as the ratio of the detachment force (up to 10 kN) required to separate the coated specimen 

from the glued counter-sample to the cross-sectional area (490.9 mm²) (Fig. 2).   

 

 
Рис. 2. Общий вид схемы испытания образцов на адгезионную прочность МДО-покрытия: 

1 – образец; 2 – клеевой шов; 3 – ответный образец 

 

Fig. 2. General view of the scheme for testing samples for the adhesion strength of the MAO coating: 

1 – sample; 2 – adhesive seam; 3 – counter sample 

 

The present standard applies to rubber and adhesives and establishes methods for determining the 

bond strength between these materials and metal under tensile separation conditions. 

The adhesive bond strength was measured using a Eurotest T-50 universal electromechanical test-

ing machine equipped with computer control. All tests conducted on this machine were performed us-

ing the WinTEST32 software package installed on a personal computer. 

 

Results and Discussion 

Figure 3 presents the microstructure of MAO coatings obtained at different pulse repetition fre-

quencies: (a) 40 Hz, (b) 50 Hz, and (c) 70 Hz. 

With increasing pulse repetition frequency, the pore size within the coating decreases, and the sur-

face becomes more uniform. This effect is presumably associated with the reduction in pulse duration 

and, consequently, in the burning time of individual micro-arc discharges. At the same time, the total 

exposure of the surface to micro-arc discharges increases for a constant overall treatment time. 
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At frequencies below 40 Hz and above 70 Hz, the breakdown voltage did not reach the threshold 

required for the initiation of spark discharges. 

       
 

 
 

Рис. 3. Микроструктура МДО-покрытия при частоте следования импульсов:  

а – 40 Гц; b – 50 Гц; c – 70 Гц 

 

Fig. 3. Microstructure of MAO coating at pulse repetition frequency:  

a – 40 Hz; b – 50 Hz; c – 70 Hz 

 

Figure 4 shows the microstructure of the MAO coating obtained under the standard processing 

mode (a) and under the standard mode with the application of ultrasonic vibrations (b). The pore size 

within the coating decreases and becomes more uniform when ultrasonic vibrations are applied, result-

ing in a smoother and more homogeneous surface layer. 

    

  
 

Рис. 4. Микроструктура МДО-покрытия:  

а – режим МДО при частоте следования импульсов тока 50 Гц; 

b – режим МДО при частоте следования импульсов тока 50 Гц и УЗК 

 

Fig. 4. Microstructure of MAO coating:  

a – MAO mode at a current pulse repetition frequency of 50 Hz; 

b – MAO mode at a current pulse repetition frequency of 50 Hz and with ultrasonic vibrations 

 

Figure 5 presents the dependence of the MAO coating thickness on the pulse repetition frequency, 

both with and without the application of ultrasonic vibrations during the coating formation process. 

The maximum coating thickness reached 18 μm at a pulse repetition frequency of 60 Hz. Across 

almost the entire frequency range, processing without ultrasound resulted in greater coating thickness. 

In contrast, when ultrasonic vibrations were applied, the coating thickness remained nearly constant –  

averaging 11.5 μm – over the entire surface of the samples within the frequency range of 40–70 Hz. 

This observation supports the assumption regarding the cavitation effect induced by ultrasonic vibra-

tions during processing. 

Figure 6 shows the dependence of the MAO coating surface roughness on the pulse repetition fre-

quency, both with and without the application of ultrasonic vibrations during coating formation. 
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Рис. 5. График зависимости толщины МДО-покрытия от частоты следования импульсов тока 
 

Fig. 5. Graph of the dependence of the MAO coating thickness on the current pulse repetition frequency 

 

 
 

Рис. 6. График зависимости шероховатости МДО-покрытия от частоты следования импульсов тока 
 

Fig. 6. Graph of the dependence of the roughness of the MAO coating on the frequency of the current pulses 

 

 
 

Рис. 7. График зависимости адгезионной прочности МДО-покрытия от частоты следования импульсов тока 
 

Fig. 7. Graph of the dependence of the adhesion strength of the MAO coating on the frequency of the current pulses 
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Figure 7 shows the dependence of the adhesion strength of the MAO coating on the pulse repetition 

frequency, both with and without the application of ultrasonic vibrations during the coating formation 

process. The maximum adhesion strength of the MAO coating without ultrasonic vibrations was ob-

served at a pulse repetition frequency of 40 Hz, reaching 1.12 MPa. In contrast, for the MAO process 

with ultrasonic vibrations, two adhesion strength maxima were observed – at 40 Hz and 90 Hz – with 

a peak value of 1.85 MPa. 

 

Conclusion  

In this study, we analyzed the influence of ultrasonic vibrations and high-frequency current on the 

structure, thickness, surface roughness, and adhesion strength of MAO coatings on titanium alloys.  

We confirmed that ultrasonic vibrations positively affect the adhesion strength of the coating. We 

propose a processing regime for titanium alloys using the MAO method with ultrasonic vibrations at a 

pulse repetition frequency of 90 Hz, which increases the adhesion strength of the MAO coating by 

more than 60 %.  

It is assumed that the coating growth mechanism under the influence of ultrasound is as follows: 

hydrogen bubbles formed during the process are fragmented into smaller ones and move intensively 

toward the substrate surface. As the bubbles grow, they collapse under the action of ultrasound, releas-

ing a significant amount of heat and energy that accelerates the formation of the oxide film. Subse-

quently, the cavitation effect of ultrasound decreases due to the formation of the coating layer; as a 

result, ultrasonic waves are reflected from the coating surface, generating standing waves near the in-

terface between the electrolyte and the coating. These standing waves promote uniform distribution 

and compression of bubbles at the coating boundary, ensuring an even distribution of micro-arc dis-

charges and energy across the treated surface. As a result, the coating achieves uniform thickness, re-

duced surface roughness, and strong adhesion to the substrate material.  
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